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The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: / ‘ 

A bill to organize a company of sappers, miners, 
and pontoniers; c : 

A bill to repeal an act to abolish the office of one 
of the Inspectors-General of the Army, &c. 


The following resolutions, submitted yesterday 
py Mr. Cass, were considered and agreed to: 

“Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of constructing a rg: geo around the falls at the 
Sault St. Marie, in the State of Michigan, with a 
yiew to the military and naval defence of the north- 
western frontier of the United States. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of fixing a period of age beyond which no officer 
in the army shall be called into active service 
during war; and, if they consider such a measure 
expedient, then to consider also the reculations 
proper to be adopted to effect the object. 


The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, December 30, 1845. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 


THE FOLDING-ROOM. 


The Select Committee heretofore ordered to be 
appointed on this subject was announced, as fol- 


lows: Messrs. McKay, Boyp, G. W. Jones, | 


Grover, and McCLernanp. 
Mr. BOYD, on his own motion, was excused 


from serving; and another member was directed to | 


be appointed in his stead. 
NATURALIZATION LAWS. 


The SPEAKER announced the order of the 
day—the resolutions of the General Assembly of 
the State of Massachusetts for such amendments 
to the naturalization laws as will protect the ballot- 
box and the elective franchise from abuses and 
frauds. 

The pending questions were : first, on a motion 
of Mr. Levin to refer the resolutions to a sclect 
committee, with instructions to inquire whether 


any, and what, alterations are required in the ex- | 


isting naturalization laws; and, second, a motion 


made by Mr. Bropueap, that they be referred to | 


the standing Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. HENLEY said he wished to introduce a 


resolution appointing a time at which the debate 
on the subject should terminate. 

_Mr. DOUGLASS said the House could at any 
time close the debate by the previous question, or 
the adoption of such a resolution as the gentleman 


from Indiana wished now to introduce, and which | 


he could move hereafter. 


The SPEAKER said that, under that rule of the | 
House which directs that petitions, memorials, and | 


other papers addressed to the House ‘ shall not be 
‘debated on the day of their being presented, nor 
‘on any day assigned by the House for the re- 
celpt of petitions after the first thirty days of the 
session, unless where the House shall direct 
‘otherwise, but shall lie on the table, to be taken 


‘up in the order in which they were presented,” | 
the debate on these resolutions would terminate | 
this day, it being the thirtieth day of the session, | 


unless the House should otherwise determine. 


Mr. HENLEY, although he considered his re- | 


solution a privileged proposition, would abstain 
from offering it. 

Mr. DOUGLASS said that the point to which 
he should address the few remarks he wished to 
suomit to the House, was contained in the instruc- 
tions moved by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr, Levin] for the select committee, directing them 
‘0 inquire whether any, and what, alterations are 
ow in the existing naturalization laws. His 
?jection to these instructions was this : that they 
implied the existence of a power in Congress to 
teria the qualification of voters and to punish 


rauds on the ballot-box. Mr. D. said that he | 


w 
as ready to go as far as any man could reason- . 
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ably desire in the exercise of any constitutional 
privilege or power to correct frauds, not only upon 
the ballot-box, but on the naturalization laws, or 
any other laws of the United States. But while 
he held it a matter of great importance to guard the 
ballot-box against corruption, he believed it equal- 
ly important that Congress should refrain from the 
exercise of powers which by the Constitution were 
reserved to the States. He conceded to Congress 
the fullest power to establish naturalization laws : 
respecting that, there could be no question ; for the 
= was expressly given in the Constitution. 

ut he denied that naturalization included the 
power of voting. He denied that a right to vote 
was one of the prerogatives of a naturalized citi- 
zen, either here or in any country on the globe. 
The privileges of naturalization and of voting were 
as entirely separate and distinct from each other as 
were the Federal and the State Governments. Na- 
turalization did confer the right of citizenship, and 
citizenship included the right of protection, the 
right to sue in the courts in time of war, the right 
to hold real estate, the right to receive property by 
descent, the right to transmit it, and various other 
rights which it was not necessary particularly to 
designate. This was the extent of naturalization, 


as it existed in England previous to our separation | 


from the mother country, and as it existed here be- 
fore and at the adoption of the Constitution. ‘The 
term was then distinctly understood. It was as 
clearly and accurately known by the framers of the 
Constitution as the term * bankruptey”’ or ‘ mari- 
time jurisdiction,” or any other legal term which 
they inserted in the Constitution ; and when they 
gave to Congress ** power to establish a uniform 
system of naturalization,’’ they used the term both 
in the popular and the legal sense which it bore at 
the time. 

Mr. D. said he was sustained in this position by 
a reference to the debates of the convention by 
which the Constitution was framed. If gentle- 
men would examine those debates they would find 
that a proposition was then distinctly brought for- 
ward to establish uniform rules of voting as well 
as a uniform system of naturalization and of bank- 
ruptey. ‘The ‘convention entered on a considera- 
tion of the subject deliberately, and fully discussed 
it, and finally settled it as it now stood in the Con- 
stitution. It was found by them that the moment 
they entered on such a subject innumerable incon- 
sistencies and difficulties presented themselves, 


which it was impossible to reconcile or to remove, 


from the fact that the old thirteen States were each 


an independent commonwealth, having a constitu- 


tion and laws of its own, and each prescribing the 
qualification of voters according to its own plea- 
sure. 

These prescriptions and enactments were as va- 
rious and as numerous as the States themselves: 
in some of the States negroes were allowed to 
vote on a perfect equality with white persons; 
others, whose tastes were different, denied to the 
colored population the right of voting at all; some 
States siloted a property qualification, while others 
refused and repudiated all such restriction. Some 
States required citizenship as a pre-requisite to 


| voting, while others again threw wide open their 


doors to the friends of liberty from every clime, 
even before they were naturalized. The conven- 
tion found that delegates coming from these various 
States were all zealous for the usages which pre- 
vailed in their own States; they were resolutely 


| tenacious each of his own State regulation in this 


matter, and could not be brought to any compro- 
mise. Southern members could never think of 
letting their negroes vote side by side with them- 


| selves, while gentlemen from the North were quite 
as resolute in refusing to permit the colored people 


from being deprived of the right; and so with re- 
spect to all the other differences—the diversities 
were as various and as numerous as the States rep- 
resented. After long and eager discussion, the 
convention found either that the design of framing 
a constitution must split and be finally shipwreck- 
ed on this rock, or that they must come to some 
compromise. They adopted the latter alternative, 
and the result was now found in the second section 








BLAIR & RIVES. 
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of the first article of the Constitution, which reads 
as follows: 

““The House of Representatives shall be com- 
posed of members chosen every second year by 
* the people of the several States, and the electors 
in each State shall have the qualifications requ 
site for electors of the most numerous branch of 
the State Legis!ature.”’ 


‘ 


The question as to the qualifications for voting 
was thus remitted, or rather reserved, to the States, 
each being left to settle it according to its 


own 
views. That each inde pendent State had a right, 
as such, to prescribe the qualifications of yoters for 


its own Legislature, was a proposition so self-evi 

dent that it had never been questioned. When- 
ever the State had exercised this rieht, and had 
determined on what conditions its citizens should 
vote for the most numerous House of the State 
Legislature, the Constitution eame in and declared 
that the same class of persons should be entitled 
to vote for members of Congress. T’or instance, 
the State of New York had declared that free ne- 
croes micht vote for members of the Lecislature, 
provided they held a certain amount of property. 
‘Then, under the Constitution, free negroes, hold- 
ing that amount of property, nught vote for mem- 
bers of Convress in that State. South Carolina, 
on the e trary, expressly prohibited negroes from 
voting for members of her Legislature, and there 
the Constitution came in and in like manner pro 
hibited negroes in that State from voting for mem- 
bers of Congress. In Hlineis and Michigan, and 
in some other States, the State constitution confer- 
red the right of voting on aliens, and there aliens 
might, by the Constitution of the United States, 
vote for members of Congress. The qu stion was 
as plain and as clear as truth itself. All argument 
was unnecessary—nothing could render it clearer, 
It was a question explicitly settled by the Const 
tution. 

And that instrument was no less explicit in rela- 
tion to Presidential elections. Hear its language: 

“Each State shall appoint, in such manner as 
‘the Legislature thereof may direct, a number of 
‘electors equal to the whole number of Senators 
‘and Representatives to which the State may be 
‘entitled in the Coneress: but no Senator or Rep- 
‘resentative, or person holding an office of trust or 
* profit under the United States, shall be appointed 
‘an elector.’’ 

Here, as before, each State exercised its own 
sovereignty, and appointed in such manner as its 
Legislature chose to direct, the requisite number of 
electors of President. Virginia accordingly direct- 
ed that such of her people as were qualified to vote 
for other State officers might also vote for Presi- 
dential electors; but South Carolina chose to direct 
that the Legislature itself should appoint her elec- 
tors. Would any gentleman deny her right to do 
so, without any reference to the people, if such 
was her pleasure? We might doubt, if we would, 
the wisdom and justice and policy of such a State 
arrangement; but the House was not now diseuss- 
ing the expediency or the wisdom or the justice 
of such arrangements as the States had chosen to 
make, but the question of its own constitutional 
power to control or alter, or in any wise interfere 
with, those arrangements. That it had no such 
rizht was as clear as the sun. It was denied in 
that sacred organic instrument which held the 
Union together. Whatever the State laws were 
on the subject of suffrage, the ¢ Yonstitution adept- 
ed and confirmed them. Congress might alter the 
laws of naturalization, or might repeal them alto- 
gether; they might extend the period of probation 
to twenty-one years; they might, if they pleased, 
adopt the Native American creed, with all its nar- 
rowness and bigotry and selfishness and injustice; 
but, do what it would, it never could reach the sa- 
cred right of suffrage—that was reserved to the 
States. The right to regulate the elective franchise 
was the most vital and essential element in our 
system of civil liberty; it formed in fact the basis 
of our system of free government. It was reserv- 
ed to the States by the Constitution, and this the 
States well understood, and they defied and derided 
al] attempts of the Native American party to inter- 
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fere with or to control its exercise; and he trusted 
every such attempt by the abuse of the powers of 
Congress would meet with the rebuke which it so 
justly merited. ‘he principle was broader and 
hieher and deeper, and of more vital character, 
than any whi i Mr. D. had seen imbodied in an 
act of the National Legislature; to destroy it was 
to strike at the Constitution itself. And it was un- 
der this conviction that 


he had sought to obtain 
the floor, that he might enter a most solemn pro- 
test agaist the remotest attempt to touch it. 

Mr. D. said that he should not enter into the 
question whether it would be good policy or not 
to interfere with this right, supposing Congress to 
mower, 
which could best be determined by a regard to 
local interests and local circumstances. States 
situated two thousand miles from the Atlantic, 
with a sparse population, and that population 
lusively agricultural, would naturally 
regard this subject in a very different light from 
those who resided in our Atlantic cites; and any 
rule constructed to suit those eile s only would not 
suit Indiana, Hlinois, or Missouri. And the present 
state of the question showed how rightly the Con- 
vention had judged when they de termined to leave 
the whole right of franchise to the exclusive con- 
trol of the States alone, inasmuch as they could 

tadapt it to the condition and feelings of their 
peopie, 

Mr. D. said he should feel himself constrained 
to vote ugainst the instructions proposed, and in- 
rainst the appointinent of any select 
If referred, it belonged 
appropriately to the Judiciary Cominittee. And 
why should it be taken from them? But this ref- 
objected to—and on what ground? 
First, it was said that the question had been re- 
ferred to the Judiciary Committee at the last Con- 
gress, and that that committee had done nothing 
to remedy the evils complained of. But, on further 
investigation during the debate, what had turned 
out to be the fact? {t was, that the committee had 
investigated the subject, and fully reported upon 
it, and had presente d to the House a bill intended 
to correct the alleged frauds, so far as the subject 
of naturalization was connected with them. ‘The 
committee had fally discharged its duty; it had 
done all which belonged to it, and all that was in 
its power. If there was any fault in the case, it 
was the fault of the House, and of the House 
ulone. And why should an assumed neglect of 
this committee of the last Congress (which neglect 
did never exist) be urged against a reference to a 
committee of the present Congress, consisting of 


possess the It was one of those things 


“iniost exe 


dex d, fo vole 


committee im the ease. 


erenes Wal 


different centlemen ? 

Other reasons—no, he would not call them rea- 
sons—but other arguments had been urged why 
the subject should go to a select and not to the 
standing committee. The House was told that 
the present Judiciary Commiutiee was opposed to 
any action, and had declared their unwillingness 
to take the subject under their jurisdiction. He 
would ask whether that committee had ever de- 
clared themselves opposed to a correction of abuses 
in our naturalization laws, and against the preven- 
tion of frauds in their administration? fie be- 
lieved not; he certainly had heard no such decla- 
ration. He had, indeed, heard the chairman of 
the committee say that he was opposed to Native 
Americanism, and had no desire to administer on 
its dead carcass, but hoped the bantling, with all 
iis heauties, such as they were, might be com- 
mitted to the charge of its natural or unnatural 
fathers. These might not have been his precise 
words, but they certainly expressed his idea, and 
in that idea Mr. D. most heartily concurred. He 
was glad that that respectable committee was op- 
posed to taking cognizance of any question ae? 
ing the right of foreigners to vote in our elections, 
because it was a matter over which the committee 
had no power whatever. 

But then the House had been told that Parlia- 
mentary law required that when a subject was re- 
ferred, it should be sent to its friends, and not to 
its enemies; that the lamb must never be given to 
the wolf to nurse; and, as Native Americanism 
had in this Hall but six advocates, the resolutions 
should be referred to a committee of Native 
Americans. But here, too, the argument failed, 
because there was not enough of them to make a 
committee. But what sort of a Parliamentary 
law would that be which would enable a minority 
of six in such a House as this to settle the articles 
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of a political creed, and to proclaim it ex cathedra to 
their friends all over the country? Mr. D. should 
as soon think of gentlemen’s asking a committee 
to inquire into the fate and present condition of 
the late Whig party, and move for a Whig com- 


mittee because they were its friends, as he should | 


of granung a similar committee to the Native 


Americans to do the same thing in respect to the | 


Native American party. Taking cognizance of 


parties, and aiding in their organization or ad- | 
vancement, was a matter which did not belong to | 


lts members were not sent here for 
any such purpose. If the Native Americans in 
that Elall desired that the question of Native 
Americanism be referred to themselves, that they 
might have an opportunity of collecung and set- 
ting forth their own account of riots and church- 


Congress. 


sided view of these facts, in order to prejudice the 
victims of their lawless violence, Mr. D., for one, 
was opposed to gratifying them. If the House 
choose to appoint a committee for such a purpose, 


| 


| 


| 


| accordance with his duty. 


| the Committee on the Judiciary, where 


erly belonged. 


Mr. BEDINGER said that it had bee 
great diflidence, and not without some re 
that he had prevailed on himself to take 
the present discussion; and he should haye 


ed doing so could he hav 


heard, and after the tur 


taken, and especially after the enunciation of 
of the doctrines which had been avowed | 
advocates of the resolutions, and particularly 


the eloquent and beautif 


man from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Levin,}] whos 
sence he the less regretted as he meant to sy ak in 


his praise, he was compe 





nN with 
luctance, 
part in 
‘ avold- 
e believed it to be in Strict 
But, after What he had 
n which this debate had 


some 
'V the 
° y after 
ul remarks of the geytio. 


lled to contribute his litt) 


‘ || mite of opposition, not so much to the motiny i. 
burnings and murders, in order to palm off a one- 


then it ought, in justice, to invite the Irish Catho- | 


lics here, that they, on their part, might have an 
opportunity also to say who they were that burnt 
their churches and killed thelr women and chil- 
dren, and who had been the first aggressors in 
those dreadful scenes of riot and disorder. Mr. 
D. did not intend to pass any judgment respect- 
ing those riots; for riots in a city within a State 
did not constitute a legitimate subject of inquiry 
here, unless they had im some way been commit- 
ted under the Government of the United States, 
or its officers, 

l‘or these reasons he was opposed to granting a 


select cominittee. And he had one other reason, 


and it was this: that these Native American gen- | 


tlemen said that they wanted to show a connexion 
of frauds on the naturalization laws with the cor- 
ruption of the ballot-box. 
would be inconsistent with the powers of the Gen- 
eral Government. If the inquiry should elicit 
frauds ever so gross, Congress could not act upon 
the matter. He would say to them, as he would 
to the Abolitionists: If you have grievances to 


But such an inquiry | 


complain of, go to your own State Legislatures; | 
address your petitions to those who have power to | 


act in the premises. 


If these Natives meant to | 


carry out their wholesale system of disfranchise- | 


ment, Jet them turn their batteries against the 
States; let them go there, where they had a right 
to be heard, but not come here, where there was 
no jurisdiction, for redress. 

Mr. D. hoped that the House, by its solemn 
vote, would rebuke this attempt to impose upon 
Congress powers which did not belong to it. These 
gentiemen might rely on it that the States would 


never consent that Congress should interfere with | 


their State rights on the subject of suffrage. They 
would but awake an opposition which never could 
be overcome. It was the duty of the States to 
resist such an attempt, and the people of the States 
well understood it. ‘They stood ready to rebuke 
every act which struck at their own 


reserved | 


rights; and the present was one of the most fla- | 


grant attempts todo so. If Congress could take 


| avowed by their advocates. 
remarks of the gentleman from Philadelphia (Mr 
{ Mr. 


self for a seleet committ 
imbodied in the resolutic 


| Levin] were beautiful a 


dolph had once said on that floor that who 
could hold that body in silent and respectful att 


tion was an orator. Cert: 
acceptance of the term, t 
sylvania was an orator: 
been listened to with mor 
he; and while Mr. B. we 
of eloquence which he | 
House, the wish had rise 


ee, as to the sentiments 
ms, and to the doctrines 
He had said that 4) 


hie 


nd eloquent. John Ray. 
ver 


I~ 
tl 


unly,in John Randolph's 
he gentleman from Py nn- 

for surely no man had 
“e profound attention than 
is listening to the strea) 
iad poured out upon the 
*n from the bottom of his 


8 


heart, would to God that such noble efforts had 


been put forth in a bette 


r cause; for he could yor 


but say that he entertained but a poor opinion of 


the cause that gent!eman 


advocated, believing jt to 


| be unworthy of the heads, and, he hoped, of the 
hearts also, of those who had witnessed such an 


eloquent display in its fa 


Notwithstanding the confident prediction whic! 


vor. 


they had heard, that the course of this cause was 
still onward, and that there was a spirit abroad in 


all the hills and valleys 


would laugh down all opposition to it, Mr. | 
| 
il 


would venture his own p 


of this broad land which 


oor prophecy, and, if 


| possessed any reputation, would venture it al! on 
the result, that when a few more winters should 
have passed over, and but a few more summers 
| come and gone, the cause would have gone down 
quietly to the tomb of the Capulets—would have 
sunk to utter oblivion, to be heard of no more. It 


| must go down. 


not giant arms reared in it 
hundreds of worthy and 


And why? 


} Not because it had 
s defence, and not because 
excellent men had not de- 


voted themselves to it heart and soul; no; but be- 


cause it wanted the spir 


it of vitality which alone 


could render it immortal; because it was not based 
on any one principle by which the condition of the 


human race might be ir 


| selfish in its origin; beca 


ty came out against it; a 


| justice or right to sustain 


cognizance of the right of suffrage in respect to || 


foreigners, they could in respect to negroes; and 
when once that should be attempted, gentlemen 
would very quickly find themselves treading upon 
dangerous ground. Every man who wished to 
keep separate the powers of the General and the 


State Governments, and to preserve both in their | 


plenitude and vigor, must meet this question bold- 
ly. He trusted this House would never consent 
to cringe and to pander to this new political sect 


by constituting them a committee upon their own | 


conduct, and giving them an opportunity of at- 


tempting to wipe out, by a Congressional report, | 


that stigma which had become indelibly fixed to || 
The House might as well | 


them and their designs. 
appoint a committee of one to make a _ report 
on abolitionism, and the same Parliamentary rule 


about wolf and lamb might be invoked in that case | 


as in this. 
ference. 


He defied gentlemen to show any dif- | 


Mr. D., in conclusion, expressed his admiration | 
of the magnanimity of certain gentlemen who were | 


willing to grant the committee because of the 
7 + 
smallness of the party. 





He admired, too, the rea- || 


son given, viz.: that it might appear selfish in them || 


to deny it; but as no such reason operated with 
him, he hoped the select committee would be de- 


nied, and that the resolutions would be referred to | 


What did the gentler 


nproved; because it was 
use the voice of humani- 
nd because it was without 
it. 

nen who advocated this 


cause desire? They wished so to modify our natu- 


ralization laws as to ex 


tend the period of proba- 


tion, and deprive foreigners coming among us 


of rights which they no 


w possessed, and thus to 


check immigration. Their ery from one end of 
the land to the other was, that the institutions ot 
the country were in danger from the prejudices 


and prepossessions of tl 


iat portion of individuals 


amongst us whom we were pleased to call for- 


eigners. 


Mr. B. should not argue this question 


closely, however, lest he should be declared out ot 


order. 
He had waited with 
facts from the gentlemen 


the greatest patience for 
who supported the mo- 


tion to refer, showing the truth of their allegation 


that we were in danger from this class of individu- 


als; but, after waiting er and long, he had 


heard rhetorical flouris 
sion of the flowers of fa 
be produced. On the c 


, and witnessed a proli- 
ney, but facts were not to 
ontrary, was not expert 


ence and the whole of our own political history 
directly against the theory? Who were they who 
had ever proved themselves the most ready to ree 
sist foreign invasion, and to stand to their arms!" 


defence of the country a 


very class of men whom gentlemen were he : 
Heaven help him if he did not from 


nouncing. 


p 
it 


nd its Government? ; 
ne de- 


his heart believe that, should the dark and threat- 
ening spot upon our horizon swell into the 
| der-cloud of war, an army composed of th ; 
_ emigrants from the Green Isle might be thrown DY 
us upon the shore of Bri 


thun- 
ese very 


tain, and would shake the 
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mistress of the world on her sea-girt throne. All 
revious experience was against their doctrine. It 
h 


ad been said, indeed, that these emigrants did not | 


come hither by choice; that it was not from any 
jove to our institutions they had forsaken the 
ancient and tottering despotisms of the East; but 
from the hard pressure of necessity, flying before 
the strong hand of starvation and misery at home. 
The House had been eloquently and impressively 
told that no man willingly expatriated himself; 
that no human being ever from choice forsook the 
haunts of his childhood and the graves of his an- 
cestors. He granted it. But what was he told in 
the very next breath? That those who had been 
driven out of their native land by the oppressions 
of a tyrannical Government, and had come fresh 
from the remembrance of its lash into this glorious 
land of ours, where their souls were expanded and 
elevated by the great principles of our Revolution, 
looked back, nevertheless, with longing eyes to the 
very despotism which crushed them; that they 
were prepared to overturn or undermine our insti- 
tutions, and rear the old system of oppression in 
their stead, while the pain of the yoke was still 
galling them! It was monstrous to suppose it. 


It had been said, too, that this Native American | 


party had had its origin in a certain letter, written 
by acertain foreign demagogue to certain people 
ina certain city of this Union; alluding, as he sup- 
posed to O’Connell’s famous letter. And should 
it be said that because of a letter from a foreion 
demagogue the American Government and _ people 
must change their laws? Sheuld the nod of an 
Irish Jove, who could not thunder without the 
brocue, intimidate us into an alteration of our in- 
stitutions, in order to guard ourselves against ab- 
ject slaves who trembled at his nod? No, never. 
it was vain to deny that this country had been 
greatly benefited by the good will, the capital, and 
the exertions of foreigners. Our whole history 
vas filled with the proofs of this. The character 
of Lafayette had been ably and eloquently alluded 
to. Let him remind gentlemen of another name, 
which, though now it seemed well-nigh forgotten, 
was well worthy to be remembered: it was the 
name of the venerable Baron De Kalb—a man who 
had left his own country to fight our battles, and 
who, for us and for our liberties, met death on the 
plans of Camden, covered with eleven wounds. 
The historian informed us that years after that 
event, when the Father of his Country visited that 


portion of the Union, he inquired for the grave of 


De Kalb, and when it was shown him, stood long 
in silent meditation over it, and then with a sigh 


broke forth in these memorable words: ‘*So there | 


‘lies the brave De Kalb—an illustrious man, who 


‘left a foreign land to fight our battles and to water | 


‘with his blood the tree of our national liberty: 


‘would to God he had lived to enjoy and partake | 


‘of the fruit.”” While listening to the useless and 


few—who, in the hope of personal advantage, and 
to advance the schemes of personal ambition, would 
not refuse to plunge their daggers into the Consti- 
tution? ‘There were political Goths among us who 
would destroy our Government and tear down the 
fairest fabric ever reared by human hands, for the 
sake of the fragments—the disjecta membra—of 
brass and of iron of which it was composed : like 


those Romans who could rejoice that a body was | 


cast on the funeral pile, because they were to 
inherit the wretched garments it had worn. Yes, 
there might be sueh men amongst us, but credit 
him, they were not to be found among the natu- 
ralized Americans. Let gentlemen look for them 
in other quarters, and throw in their safeguard else- 
where: our real, our most threatening dangers 
proceeded from a party on whom foreign iiluence 
worked wonders 3 who looked W ith eager anxiety 
to all that passed on the other side of the water ; 
who listened for the erowlings of the British lion, 
and trembled at his every snarl; who gathered 
their motives of action from abroad, and who look- 
ed to a foreign land for all they desired or hoped— 
a party who could justify foreign interference in 
American affairs, who could see nothing wrong, 
nothing to deprecate, nothing to resent, wheu 
Great Britain and other European Powers stretch- 
ed out their hands to meddle with negotiations 
between sovereien States, and set limits to our 
acquisition of territory; a party who could look 
quietly on, or smile and applaud, when the Govern- 
ment of Gyeat Britain, with armed hand, could 
cram a poisoned drug down the throats of a weak 
and unoffending people, and, when the injustice 
was resisted, could crush that resistance amidst 
seas of blood and carnage. ‘This was the quarter 
from which our danger was to come, if come it 
ever should. 

Mr. SIMS, of South Carolina, said, that but for 
the eloquent remarks which had just fallen from 
the gentleman from Virginia, he should not have 
troubled the House, having cherished the hope 
that the present debate would come to a speedy 


termination. Mr. 8. had felt pleasure in perusing 


the account given by Weems, in his Life of 


Marion, of the patriotic and feeling manner in 
which the Father of his Country had expressed 
himself on visiting the spot where the brave De 
Kalb was now sleeping; and the sentiments to 
which Washington had given utterance found a 
ready response in his own bosom. But he felt it 
his duty to add one fact to the information pos- 
sessed by the gentleman in relation to the grave of 
which he had so eloquently spoken. It was true 
that the remains of De Kalb now slept within the 


| limits of South Carolina, in a spot near Camden ; 


| were laid. 


ungracious clamor raised against the foreigners || 


amongst us, Mr. B. called up in imagination the 
revered ficure of the Father of his Country stand- 


ing over the grave of De Kalb, marked by no_ 


monument to tell of his virtues or claim a mourn- 


ful tribute to his fate, but buried deep in the rank | 


grass, and covered with the waving green corn. 

_Mr. B. again repeated that he had no apprehen- 
sions of danger from these our adopted citizens ; 
and when he heard genttemen speaking as though 
they were anxious to receive no more of them 
“pon our shores, he hoped he should not be con- 
sidered as trifling with a solemn subject, if he de- 
clared that it reminded him of the case of a re- 


spectable old maid, who, after having all her life | 


ta glad to borrow a washing-tub from her neigh- 
or, had at length that useful article of domestic 


industry presented to her, and, in the fulness of | 
her joy, exclaimed, ** Well, well, I have been bor- 
rowing all my life, but from this time forth, with 


the blessing of God, I'll neither borrow nor lend.”’ 


Could gentlemen perceive no analogy between the | 


cases? We had all been foreigners once, unless, 


indeed, like Randolph, of Roanoke, we had de- 
rived our descent from the aborigines, and through- 
out all our national existence had been well 


pleased to borrow aid from abroad; and now that | 


We were become strong, and able to stand alone ; 


how that we had procured a tub of our own, were | 


We coin 
ther borrow nor lend? 


gz, Diogenes like, and swear we would nei- 


No, the danger to our institutions did not spring 


- this class of persons: but might there not be 
*namong ourselves—God grant they might be 


but it was not true that these sacred ashes slept 
without a memorial to mark the spot where they 
Over these precious remains the patri- 
otic feelings of the people of that State had reared 
a becoming token of respect for his memory. For 
this their design, the happy moment was seized 
when Lafayette was passing in grateful triumph 
through this land, and received in his progress the 
hospitalities of South Carolina. At that time, and 
in his presence, the corner stone of a sepulchral 
monument was laid, which had since been reared 
to the memory of the brave warrior who, fighting 
bravely for the land of his adoption, fell, alas! too 
soon to witness her deliverance. The monument 
had since been completed, and now stood a wit- 
ness alike of his fame and of the gratitude of that 
country; and it proclaimed to posterity in what 
manner South Carolina was likely to receive this 
newfangled doctrine of Native Americanism. 
He had risen principally to make this explana- 


| tion; but since he was up, he would add one or 


| that intended for them by their authors. 


two remarks on the subject more iminediately be- 
fore the House. 

The question was on the reference of certain 
resolutions of the Legislature of Massachusetts, 
which had been presented here by a respected 
Representative of that State. From acareful ex- 
amination and study of these resolutions, Mr. 8. 


|| had come to the conclusion that it was improper 


they should be referred at all. Should they be 
referred, they would receive a destiny other than 
They 
were, in fact, resolutions of instruction to the Sen- 
ators, and of request to the Representatives in 
Congress from that State; they were not directed 


| to this House, nor did they appeal to Congress 


| for any answer. 


The resolutions first pointed out 
what the Legislature regarded as mischiefs con- 
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nected with the naturalization laws; and s¢ eondly 
claimed the agency of her Representatives in ob- 
taining a remedy. The Governor furnished copies 
of them to gentlemen here, with a request that 
they would use their best efforts to effect the pur 
pos’ s there indicated. As resolutions from a State 
Legislature, they were entitled to so much respect 
as that the House should hear them read, and 
then silently lay them on the table as their proper 
destination. ‘This was the most which that House 
could be asked to do, and the resolutions them- 
selves asked of the House nothine more. 

On the main subject the House had been very 
eloquently appealed to by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Levin.] It was not Mr. 8.’s 
purpose to indulge in any declamation by way ot 
reply. Tle should content himseif with following 
the areument which that eentleman had elaborated 
throueh a long train of elecant and cloque nt and 
highly-finished declamation. Mr. 8S. would first 
condense and then endeavor to answer the arcu- 
ment. Theargument, stripped of drapery, was this: 
that foreicners should not be admitted to a partie 
pation in American citizenship under a period of 
tw nity one years, hecause they consisted of the Ww 
norant paupr r population of Europe, and were not 
intelligent and wealthy like Lafayette. ‘The whole 
arcument came to that: and it prese nted three dis 
tinet conside rations: Kirst, they were jienorant: 
secondly, they were poor; and, thirdly, they were 
foreigners. When dissected and eviscerated, this 
was the whole matter. He would briefly examine 
it. As to ienorance and poverty, they were as 
predicable of our own people as of these, and 
they presente dan objection ¢ qually strong avainst 
our own citizens exercising the right of suffrage, 
unless they were neither ignorant nor poor. The 
argument came to this, that wealth and education 
ought to govern the masses. And what was this 
but the exploded heresy which produced the strug- 
ele of our Revolution? It was but the revival of 
principles and practices which we had ever resist- 
ed. [fit should prevail, it was to establish in this 
country the dogmas of European tyranny, hose 
maxim it was that high birth, education, and the 
possession of property, ought by right to eovern 
the masses of the people. Now, he was very sure 
that neither the gentleman from Philadelphia, nor 
any of those who aeted with him, would con- 
tend for the principle to this extent; yet that was 
in fact his argument, and to that complexion it 
must come at last. Beeause these people were 
both ignorant and poor, they were te be excluded 
from citizenship with us. How so? Evidently 
because wealth and science were to govern the 
masses here as they did in Europe, and ef course 
were to direct and control their labor. The sys- 
tem resulted in this: it put the civil rights and the 
labor of American people at the control of capital 
and science combined. Such was the doctrine of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, and to state his 
argument was to answer it. 

It was said that it would be impossible to eradi- 
cate from the breast of foreigners the notions and 
associations of their youth, so that they should 
not east a longing and a lingering look back upon 
the scenes of their childhood. ‘This was true: for 
who could ever forget the place of his birth, the 
sacred associations of his earliest years, or the 
sweet remembrance of his childish pleasures? It 
was the instinct of Nature; to root it out was an 
impossibility. Through all the scenes of busy 
manhood this fair dream more brightly or more 
dimly continued to follow us. It was Nature, and 
Mr. S. would not attempt to reverse her decrees. 
But the answer to the objection was twofold: First, 
it rested on a false conception of the nature of civil 
covernment. There were two sorts of government 
existing in human society—the government of the 
family and civil government. Family government 
rested for its efficiency and its happiness on the 
feelings of the heart; but civil governmeni: rested 
on an entirely different element of our nature—it 
was founded on considerations of justice. This 
was the foundation on which all stable government 
rested. Men submitted themselves to government 
mainly for the purpose of obtaining and securing 
justice. It was no sickly dream of childhood- 
recollections, but a stern reality of actual life. 
While in the soft twilight a man with melting bo- 
som might indulge his memory and his feelings in 
the holy contemplation of the delights of his early 
years, he clung beneath the glare of day to that 
which secured to him justice and extended over 
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him the gis of social protection. And it was | conceived that there was no disrespect in laying (The voice of Mr. 


this which led foreigners to leave a land where, 
though it might be the land of their birth, they 
failed to enjoy these blessings. ‘his made them 
willing to exchanve native home, and all its sweet 
delights, to seek a foreign strand; and it was this 
which was continually inducing our citizens to seck 
the wilderness wund erect new States there. The 
rentienan’s argument, then, being founded in a 
total misapprehension, was equally false in its 
Secondly: The ar- 
“nent was answered by the fact, that there was 


a limit proposed—say twenty-one years—at which, 


application and its inferences 
even ia the conception of Native Americans, natu- 
But if the 
ever true it was always true, and 
prevails d aramsat the foreiener as forcibly at the 
expiration of twenty-one years as itdid at the ex- 
piration of five years After he had resided among 
us twenty-one years he did not cease to bea for- 
eigner, nor did- he lose the dy iis of childhood 
nor the recollections of carly home. On the con- 
trary, im the cle 1 


realization was proper and attainable, 
arvunient was 


line of life, as he heeame more and 


more reconciled, and more eut off from all active 
pursuits, his memory returned even more fondly to 
the place of his birth, and the scenes of his infancy 

; baal a. i} ‘ 
had a more seductive power. The gentleman’s 


arviment was suicidal: because the prin iple for 
hich he contended applied as much at the end of 
twenty-one years as at the end of five years. 

In making the motion which he propose d to 
make before he resumed his seat, he wished it to 
he understood thatit proceeded from no disrespect 
for the source from which these resolutions pro- 
eeeded. He was an admirer of much tn the his- 
tory of M issachu WHS, howe ver he micht be op- 
posed to what had been her dominant principles. 
"There was much of poetic feeling which associa- 
ter of 
The Mayflower was in this 
respect a sort of fairy ship, and those who came 
i102 her had all the charm which was thrown around 
the creations of poetry or the heroes of romance. 
Who ce ruld ever remember the early scenes of our 
strueevle for freedom—who could think of Bunker 
Hill, or contemplate the scenery about Boston, and 





ted itself with the adventures and the chara: 
the early Pilgrims. 


not be sensible of emotions of a welcome pleasure? 
‘There were many points there on which memory 
deliehted to rest, and that lofty shaft which pierced 
the skies in the vieinity of Charlestown, marking 
the first blood consecrated to the cause of Ameri- 
can liberty, did honor to the people among whom 
it stood. Yet it was not these recollections which 
induced Mr, S. to do Massachusetts justice. No; 
it was because she was one of the sovereien States 
of this Union, and as such entitled to be heard, 
that he was willing to hear her. He had heard 
her voice respectfully, but it did not address this 
House; itasked nothing of Congress; it spoke to 
her servants touching their action in regard to a 
certain subject. 

Mr. WINTHROP here rose to explain, and, 
the floor being yielded to him for that purpose, he 
proceeded to say, that the form of these Massachu- 

‘tts resolutions, which the gentleman from South 
Carolina appeared to regard as fatal to the motion 
for their reference, was only the same form which 
was employed in every resolution sent here from 
the Legislature of that State. They all came in 
this same form of instructions; yet they had all 
heen presented here by the Representatives of the 
State, and had been considered and acted on by the 
House. The gentleman seemed to think, from the 
wording of the resolutions, that they were not in- 
tended to be presented here. ‘This arose from his 
not knowing that they had certain formulas in 
that State, established by long usage, for the im- 
bodying of these State resolutions. ‘The Massa- 
chusetts Legislature passed a great many of them 
—some of them wise, and others, in his apprehen- 
sion, not so wise; but they were all in one and the 
same form of instruction to her Senators and Rep- 
resentatives. ‘They never were addressed directly 
to Congress, but were nevertheless always present- 
ed here and referred. 

Mr. SIMS resumed. The gentleman seemed 
to have misapprehended him. He had not meant 
to complain that he had brought these resolutions 
into the House; it was proper for him to do so, 
and, having done so, it was proper that the House 
should hear them; but be vond that the House had 
nothing to act upon. Still, as that was the cus- 
tomary form of proceeding, he was willing that 
the resolutions should be read; but, after that, he 


them on the table. They asked for no specific 
action on the part of the House; they called for 
action on the part of her Representatives; and, if 
in obedience to the request of his State, the hon- 
orable gentleman had any plan to submit in rela- 
tion to these naturalization laws, let it be respect- 
fully received and impartially considered; but he 
must think that, after so long a discussion, and es- 
pecially as the House possessed no constitutional 
ower to touch the right of suffrage or reach the 
allot-box in any way, it was time to bring this 
debate to a conclusion; and he would, therefore, 
move that the resolutions, with the motion for 
reference, be laid upon the table. 

On this motion Mr. WLNTHROP demanded 
the yeas and nays, which were ordered; where- 
upon Mr. SIMS, on request, consented to with- 
draw the motion. 

Mr. DIXON, of Connecticut, then addressed 
the House, and observed that if this debate had 
been confined to the question appropriately before 
the House, he should have made no objection to 
the resolutions going to any committee which 
might be desired by their friends. But since the 
discussion had taken so widea range, and the final 
vote upon it was likely to be understood as a test 
of pohtical opinion, Mr. D. could not consent to 


trine of which he had heard more during this de- 
bate than ever in his life before. ‘The true ques- 
tion to be decided was, not the question of refer- 
ence, but whether that House would authorize the 
conclusion that its members were in favor of the 
Native American doctrines; and to that question 
he should speak. 

What was this question of Native Americanism? 
If he rightly understood it, (though the Massa- 
chusetts resolutions did not go the whole length,) 
its real foundation rested on two ideas, viz: first, 
that our naturalization laws should extend the 
period of probation for the foreizner to twenty- 
one years; and, secondly, that all foreigners ought 
to be ineligible to any otlice held under this Gov- 
ernment. To both these positions Mr. D. was 
decidedly opposed. He was not for extending the 
period of probation, and still less was he in favor 
of the narrow bigotry of denying to any foreigner 
the right to hold office. Various reasons had been 
given in defence, especially of the latter position. 
If the people choose to select for an office in their 
cift one not born in the land, ought it not to be in 
their power? Was it for Congress to restrict them? 
Ought they not to be judges for themselves in such 


a matter? The evil, if any existed, was of another | 


character and from another source; it lay not in 
the present law, but in the frauds perpetrated upon 
the law. Nor was it in the wisdom of this or of 
any other legislative body to pass any act which 
should be wholly exempt from fraud. And, as to 
the extension of the term of probation being a 
remedy for fraud, it worked just the other way. 
The more the term was extended the more motive 
was there for fraud, and the more frauds would be 
committed. 

But Mr. D. proposed to take a different view of 


this subject. It had been said by a gentleman over | 


the way [Mr. Bow iy] that this Native American 
party was not, as it professed to be, a third party, 
but was in reality only one wing of the great 
Whi party. Mr. D. wished to submit a few con- 
siderations on that question, 

And, first, what had been the origin of this 
party? Where had it originated,and when’ He 
utterly denied that its origin was among the Whigs. 
On the contrary, they had had nothing te do with 
it. The first time that it had ever been heard of 
was in the city of Philadelphia. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL here begged leave to 


explain; and Mr. D. having yielded the floor, he 
proceeded to ask that the gentleman from Connec- 
ticut, When speaking of Philadelphia, would make 
the necessary distinction. ‘The city of Philadel- 
phia proper hardly knew, as such, of the existence 
of this party. Two distinguished gentlemen of 
the Native American creed m this House repre- 
sented Democratic districts, lying without the city 
altogether, with the exception, in one instance, of 
two wards, which had been included in the city 
bounds to meet the last apportionment of repre- 
sentation in Congress. 

Mr. DIXON, resuming, said that he well knew 
Philadelphia to be too good a Whig city to be 
tainted to any extent with this heresy. 


OBE. 


‘record his own vote as in favor of that new doc- | 


___ Dee. 30, 


44 C. J. INGERSOLL was here 
distinclly heard, saying ** That will not do ¢j). 
there is a pretty strong taint of it throneh; 
city.” 

Mr. DIXON was fully aware of the political 
moral difference between the city proper and th. 
districts referred to; but, be that it is might tl 
American party had originated in that portion , 
Pennsylvania which was in the immediate ye), ity 
of Philadelphia proper, and, in common par cae 
was included within the general name. And hb. 
had a few facts to state on this subject, in whit 
if he was mistaken, he trusted he should ae. 
rected. It happened that in one of these districts 
adjoining Philadelphia a certain gentleman had 
six years ago, been nominated to an office—he wos 
an Irishman, by the name of Clark. This joy, 
nation encountered great dissatisfaction amon th. 
Democratic party; and, in consequence of jt. the 
party, at the ensuing election, to use a techpjc: 
phrase, ‘‘ spotted’’ that gentleman on their ticke; 
in consequence of which he was not elected, and 
the ostensible reason was that he was an [ris})y)9) 
—he had not been born on the right side of +). 
water. The election passed overand all Was quiet 
and the event, by many, was forgotten, but eat 
the Irishmen in that district. They remembere, 
the wrong they had endured, and, at an electiny 
which took place three years after that, whey 
Democratic nomination was made, they went ovr 
in a body and voted the other ticket, in consequenrs 
of which the whole Whig ticket was elected by 
majority of upwards of a thousand votes. [tj 
then been discovered by our good Demoera: 
friends that these Irish were not to be depended 
upon; they could not be safely used; they had had 
the audacity to think for themselves and to yo: 
the Whi ticket; and then and there it was th; 
Native Americanism had its birth. Then it was 
that meetings in favor of this new party began to 
be held, and were attended by many Democrats, 
as they were by many Whigs also. These meet 
ings were the true origin of the excitement whic) 
yrevailed among the Irishmen in Kensington, and 
it was there that these riots commenced. 

To prove conclusively that the whole of thes: 
lamentable scenes had had their true oricin from 
this difference in the Democratic party, he would 
state one fact. The Native American moh, afie: 
effecting the deeds which they were said to hay 
done in that district, (and who were really guilty 
he would not undertake to decide,) went straiviit 
from the murders and violence they had perpetra- 
ted, near the churches, and their very first act was 
to sack the house of this Mr. Clark, the mai 
whose influence had defeated the Democratic party 
there three years after they had * spotted”’ him. 

He might cite individuals by name in that city 
in confirmation of the position he had taken; but 
he should forbear from doing so unless it was rei 
dered necessary. He would, however, state oi 
fact which spoke for itself: the only two clergy 
men in the city of Philadelphia who were even 
found so far to disgrace the cloth they wore as to 
attend these Native American meetings, held for 
the purpose of exciting the most malignant pas 
sions of the human breast, were themselves most 
active members of the Democratic party, and werr 
known to exert a strong influence over it. Hi 
stated this as a fact, and if it was not so he should 
be happy to be corrected. He would ask, where 
and in what portion of Philadelphia these riots had 
occurred, and this Native party was stronges! 
The city proper had seen none of these riots ; No!" 
of this church-burning; none of this triumph over 
the ashes of the dwellings of foreigners, or ove! 
the spoils of office. ; 

Mr. CHARLES J. INGERSOLL here inter 
posed, and said, that in the very heart of the city s 
church was burnt and the Mayor was present. 

Mr. DIXON resumed. Yes—but the mob whic! 
burnt it had come from other quarters. 

And now, how did the party originate in New 
York? Was there any call for the formation 0 
such a party there? Was not the Democrat 

varty strong enough in New York? In 1843 ~ 
Deaseuntie candidate for Mayor was elected 
the astounding majority of five or six thousand— 
astounding to him as well as to everybody ¢'* 
At that time it might certainly be called a Demo- 
cratic city. F 
Mr. D. here went into the statistics of the New 
York election in 1844; and while he admitted the 
fourteen thousand Whigs, despairing of the electio” 


ither: 


mt t 


and 
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1845. 


oftheir own candidate, had gone over and voted 
for the candidate of the Native Americans, not less 
than ten thousand good Democrats must have done 
tihe , g 

the same thing, or Mayor Harper never could have 


heen elected. 


The origin of the party in New 


York had been exactly similar to its origin in 


Philadelphia. 


After the success of the Democrats 


i 1843, and the election of Morris as mayor, a 
number of the small city offices were given to 
Irishmen, and immediately a certain portion of the 
Democracy began to denounce all foreigners. 
This defection had its origin in Tammany Hall, 
and among the leaders of the Democratic party ; 
and this none will undertake to deny. 


What had been its origin its Boston? 
was a Whig city, as everybody knew. 


Boston 
It was as 


undoubtedly Whig as New York was Democratic; 
and what had been the fate of Native American- 
ism there? The new party run a ticket of their 
own, but, after five desperate charges, the Whigs 
remained true, and refused to vote the Native 
{American ticket, and they lost their election; for 
behold! the whole Democracy of Boston, in one 
body, cast their vote for the Native American can- 


didate! 


So much for Nativism at the ballot-box. 


And now as to the effect which this party had 


jiad had upon the country. 


It had of late become 


very fashionable for the Democracy, especially in 
certain districts of the country, to execrate this 


third party, ae as they had, in other parts, exe- 
yolitionists as a fourth party. 
hin it appeared, from all he had been able to ob- 


crated the A 


Jut to 


verve, that this third or American party had been 
of no practical use to anybody but the Democratic 


party. 


In fact, he did not believe that the exist- 


ence of any third party could result in any benefit 


to the country. 


If any real good was ever done 


m the United States through any political organi- 
zation, it must proceed from one or other of the 


two great political parties which divided the coun- 


iry. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Deverass] 


had spoken of one of them as * the late Whig 
Mr. D. fancied that the gentleman would 


’ 


party.” 


discover before long that the Whig party was still 


in existence. 


Mr. D., being a Whig, expected of 


course that the public benefit was to be effected by 


the measures of his own party, while other gentle- 
men as naturally expected the same thing from 
theirs. He thought it not improbable that the two 


parties would take their turns in governing the 


country, and for one, he believed that the turn of 
ihe Whigs would very shortly come. 


[A laugh. ] 


But to resume the history of Native Americanism. 


How had this new party been received elsewhere ? 
Ohio was a Whig State, and, if this was a branch | 


of the Whig party, it should, of course, be much 


approved there; but what was the fact? 


Her Le- 


vislature had adopted the most decided resolutions 


against the Natives and their designs. 
fact jook as if they constituted only the right wing || 


Did this 


of the Whig party? Where had they received any 
favors from the Whigs? Mr. D. did not know, and 
he would ask any gentleman to inform him. 

{Some explanations here passed between Mr. 
Tuvrman and Mr. McDowe nt, both of Ohio, in 
regard to the resolutions referred to, and some 
doubt was expressed whether they had been adopt- 
ed or not, but another Ohio member testified that 


they had been.] 


After the election in 1844, the Native party had 
enjoyed great prosperity in New York—far greater 
than ever before, and so great, in fact, as to strike 
terror into both parties. The whole city in a mass 


seemed to go for them. 


Mr. D. found it stated in 


‘very able paper published there in behalf of the 
Democratic party, that when a vast procession of 
these Natives came before Tammany Hall, (that 
Mecca of American liberty, to which she fled from 
persecution elsewhere,) it halted, and then made the 
welkin ring with a deafening shout for “ Wright, 
Gardiner, Polk, Dallas, and Victory!’ So much 


for D 


emocratic opposition to Nativism. Mr. D. 


here also referred to a quotation from the same pa- 
per, in which the Native party had implored the 

Us not to vote for any man who held language 
in favor of the Germans, the French, and, above 


all, the natives of the Emerald Isle. 
2 very language referred to. 
' was known to gentlemen that the Democratic | 


Mr. D. read 


Pr professed and attempted to prove to our for- 
= voters, and especially to the Catholics, that 


they 
gion, 


were special friends to them and to their reli- 


ton, and preached to them loudly in favor of the 


rights of conscience. 


Now, would it not be be- 
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lieved that if there was a State in this Union which 
was blessed be yond all others by the beatific vision 
of the thrice holy light of Democracy in its purity, 
it was the State of New Hampshire ? (and he spoke 
of her with all re t 


pect.) It wes her boast to be 


| the purest of the pure, and identified beyond all 


others with modern Democracy. Now. Mr. D. 
held in his hand the constitution of this thrice De- 
mocratic State, and he invited the attention of his 
Democratic friends, and all good Irish Democrats, 
especially such of them as were Catholics, to the 


specimens he was about to read to them of Demo- 


| cratic liberality, from which they mieht better un- 


derstand what modern Democracy really was. [Mr. 


| D. then quoted those clauses of the constitution 


| 


which provided for the support of Protestant minis- 
ters, and which required that every member of the 
House of Representatives in that State should own 
property to the value of £100, should be of the Pro- 


| TESTANT Retiaion, and should cease to represent 


his district if he ceased to profess that religion. He 
quoted a similar provision as to the Senators of 
New Hampshire, who were prohibited from con- 
tinuing to be Senators if they ceased to be Pro- 
TESTANTS.] Now, suppose that an honest, liber- 
ty-loving Irishman, should come over to this land 
of freedom, and, hearing that we had politieal par- 
ties here, should inquire which of the parties was 


‘most friendly to him and his countrymen, he 


would, of course, be teld that it was the Demo- 


/eratic party: and if, being very zealous, he should 
| further inquire which of the States was the most 
| Democratic, he would, of course, be told that it 


was New Hampshire. His reply would probably 


| be, ** Then, hy the powers, I'll co straight to New 
Hampshire.”? Well, he goes to New Hampshire, 


‘first obstacle in his way to the Legislature, and | 


and, by the help of the blessed Whig tariff upon 
his honest industry, he is able to overcome the 


acquires a property of £100. He gets a nomina- 


| tion, and, if not ** spotted’ by the narty as an Lrish- 


man, is elected and attempts to take his seat. But 
he is told by the presiding officer that there may 
be still one objection in his way. ‘ Are you a 
Protestant?’? Protestant! not I.’’ ‘Well, you 


| must either become a Protestant or give up your 


| seat. 
| but Protestants.’ 


We have no legislators in New Hampshire 
, 

Now, what would such a poor Irishman do? 
Why, like a true-hearted Irish Catholic, he would 


/rather give up his office than his religion, and 


{ 


| would probably leave New Hampshire in disgust. 


thinking of that thrice democratic State as Dr. 
Johnson did of Scotland, that ‘it was an excel- 
lent place to go from.’’ An illustrious gentleman 
from Massachusetts, near him, [Mr. Apams,] had 


| once exclaimed in this Hall, ** God bless New 
| Hampshire!’’ and surely every Whig must be 


ready to repeat the prayer, “God bless New 
Hampshire!’? Bound, as she had been, in party 
trammels—steeped to the very lips in democracy 
thrice distilled, she was fast bursting her chains 
and emerging into day; and her Whig sisters 


| were prepared to hail her as almost regenerated. 
| Thus it appeared that the Native Americans gave 
| at least very equivocal evidence of being one of 
_ the wings of the Whig party. No, the Whig party 
' were no church-burners nor ** barn-burners,’’ (a 


name which a certain portion of the Democratic 


| party had delighted in taking to themselves.) ‘That 
| stigma, at least, did not belong to the Whigs. 


And now, what was the real evil in the matter of 
naturalization? It was, that a certain party had 
attempted to deceive and delude immigrating for- 


eigners the moment they set their feet upon our 


| shores, and to persuade them that the Democratic 


This delusion 


party were their only true friends. 


| must be overcome; and Mr. D. knew no better 
| mode of accomplishing it than that alluded to by 


| 


an honorable member from Michigan, who had 
said, in a certain memorable speech of his, that 
education made war against democracy. True, 
the gentleman had since explained his language, 
and Mr. D. was willing to allow him the full bene- 
fit of his explanations; but truth sat on the lips 


| of some men, and sprang off ere they were aware; 


and certainly there was a vast deal of truth in 
what the gentleman had at first said. It could not 
be denied there was a certain sort of democracy 
which education did always destroy, and that was, 
the covering over a foul design by a fair pretext. 
For example, when the annexation of Texas was 
advocated by gentlemen from the South, they stated 


openly, honestly, and honorably, what was the 
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ground on which they advocated it, and what was 
the consequence which they expected from it in 
extending and securing their domestic institution; 
but when that same measure came before the pe 

ple of the North, how did its Democratic friends 
advocate it there? Did they come out like men, as 
the Southerners had done? No; they advocated 
the measure on the base, the false, the hypocritical 
pretext, that it was to abolish slavery. This was 
one of those falsehoods which 
teach an 


education would 
honorable man to cast beneath his feet. 
So, when one of our foreign friends left a country 
where wazes were so low as scarcely to furnish him 
with food from day to day, and came to cast in his 
lot with us, he only wanted the lieht of education 
to convince him that waves like those should not 
be allowed here, and that the laber which was 
satisfied with such waces oucht not to be suffered 
to compete with the labor of American freemen. 

Mr. D. said that he was prepared to foas far 
as any gentleman in protecting the purity of the 
ballot-box, and his State had acted on that very 
matter in convention. They had resolved that 
there was no need of taking a course on that mat 
ter which should build up this new American 
party. “They had done all in their power to pre- 
serve our elections pure; and in their efforts to 
accomplish that object, they had encountered at 
every step the bitterest opposition from the Dem- 
ocratic party. But they had reece ntly passed a law 
which rendered it morally impossible for any one 
to vote who had no right to the franchise, or for 
any one who had to be deprived of its exercise. 
Very seldom had such a connexion been witnessed 
between another certain party and the purity of 
the ballot-box. The people of Connecticut Saw 
no need for any war against our adopted citizens. 
In his own district there was a larve number of 
these persons, and they were as well-informed as 
any Native American. Tle wished the ventleman 
from Michigan |Mr, Cinpsan} could only witness 
the zeal with which they made war on his sort of 
democracy. [A laugh.] A better army of Whiz 
soldiers he had never seen anywhere, and he did 
not wish to see them degraded by being shut out 
from any office in the people’s gift. They under- 
stood the nature and bearine of our institutions as 
well as anybody, and were as capable of dischar- 
ging official duty as any other citizens. 

A gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Bowtty} has 
told the House that he was opposed to all the re- 
forms which were now rife in the country, net 
excepting the temperance reform. Now, he could 
tell the gentleman that in that opinion he would 
not be supported by the natives of the Emerald 
Isle. The temperance reform had covered Lreland 
with glory, and had so raised the moral tone of her 
inhabitants that they were now enabled to meet 
in the most gigantic masses, and yet in the most 
peaceable and orderly manner, to get a repeal of 
their connexion with the British Parliament. Some 
years ago this would have been impossible, and 
this was one of the great benefits that they were 
deriving from education. They were joining us 
in vast numbers, and were setting usan admirable 
example. 

But, were every reason which had been ad- 
vanced in favor of altering our naturalization laws 
with a view to keep out foreigners in itself sound 
and valid, this would not be the time for such an 
operation. It was currently whispered, and by 
some was believed, that we were on the eve of a 
war with the most powerful nation on the globe. 
Mr. D., for one, had no such belief; he felt too 
much confidence in the existing Administration to 
entertain such an idea. He believed they pos- 
sessed too much wisdom and too much diplomatic 
skill not to be able to settle the pending questions 
both honorably and peaceably. He believed they 
could be readily settled but for the officious inter- 
meddling of certain interested persons, who wished 
to make a catspaw of the Executive. But, be this 
as it might, was this a proper time to excite ani- 
mosities between our citizens? Surely not. Ifwe 
should be compelled to engage in such a war, he 
felt thoroughly assured that we should receive the 
cordial assistance of the foreign population. In 
our revolutionary struggle we had been greatly in- 
debted to fereign arms, and, if the hour of need 
came, should be again. All petty distinctions of 
birth or origin would instantly be forgotten, and 
native and foreigner would stand side by side to 
defend their common country, and withstand and 
drive back the common foe. 
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Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL said he did 
not rise to discuss tie obyection which had twice 
been drawn into debate here—once by a gentle- 
man from Virginia, |[Mr. Bayiy,| and now by 
the gentleman from Ijinois near him, {Mr. Dove- 
LASs#,|—as to the propriety of the proposed refer- 
ence of the Massachusetts resolutions, founded 
ona question of a constitutional character. He 
would mercly observe on that, that while the Con- 
stitution said that Congress might establish uni- 
form laws of naturalization, and might alter any 
law that a State might make as to the time, place, 
and manner of electing Representatives and Sena- 
tors, an American would but vindicate the Con- 
stitution by asne rung for it some control over the 
questions involved in the Massachusetts resolu- 
Mr. 1. had been taught from high author- 
ity that, strictly 
thing us the 
Pennsylvania was only a ciuzen of the United 
States resident in Pennsylvania. ‘This was the 
doctrine he had learned from the lips of Judge 
Washington, and with this remark he 
should leave that question entirely. 

Mr. 7 ud, afles what had passed in the present 
debate, it would be wrong for bim to remain silent 
im relation to some of the facts conne ected with this 
Native Americanism, but that it was proper for 
And he 
could assure gentleman, in all candor, that they 
were altogether wrong in their efforts to identify 
the Whig party with that of the Native Americans. 
Were the Whig party so far to forget their own 
conservative character as even to desire identifi- 
cation, he believed that such was the exclusive 
character of Native Americanism that that party 
contamination, 


tions, 


speaking, there was no such 


single 


him fairly to state them to the House. 


would renounce aud abjure the 
‘There was none who could be so ignorant as not 
to know that that party intended to be exclusive. 
In that question which had arisen at the com- 
mencemeunt of this session—a question in deciding 
which not personal but party considerauons would 
naturally actuate the House; he meant the ques- 
tion who should be Speaker of the House—when 
the two creat parties had cast their votes i a man- 
ner meant to manifest their attachment to their re- 
spective candidates, one going for his honorable 
friend from Ohio, and the other for the gentleman 
who now so ably and acceptably occupied the 
Chair-—the House had witnessed the course taken 
by the formidable arithmetic oft half a dozen voices 
which had been heard voting for neither of the 
candidates, but, for the most part, proposing each 
other. 

If he might, without offence, suerest such an 
idea, he would eall the notice of the tiouse to the 
manner in which these members of the Native 
American party had taken their places by the side 
of each other, so far as they could do it without 
leaving too many empty benches. [A laugh.] For 
example : he found himself near one of these gen- 
tlemen, a colleacue of his from a distant part of 
the State, and equally distant from him in politcal 
sentiment; while immediately behind him and al- 
most touching his back sat another gentleman, from 
the State of Virginia, who was also one of the 
Alphas; so that in fact Mr. I. had little else to do 
(as the gentleman always voted before he did) than 
to listen to his votes in order not to conform to him. 
{A laugh. ] 

* Thus turtle doves of various hues unite, 
* And glossy jet is paired with shining white 


” 


The Whig party meanwhile stood like some 
Grecian temple in its grandeur, great and solid, 
but solitary. In fact the country seemed to be 
divided, much as travellers in South America de- 
scribed the gigantic Andes to be. When we look- 
ed towards the base we beheld a vast wilderness 
of perpetual verdure, amidst which trees of lofty 
magnificence and eminent for their seniority, like 
some great man, in whom age had not withered 
the verdure of youth, nor time weakened or im- 
paired the intellectual strength. These trees all 
stood in their greenness, arrayed in the fullest and 
the richest foliage, with fruit ripe and ready to 
drop to the ground. This belt of country might 
be compared to the Whig party in its grandeur, 
but not its efficiency. 

Higher up the Andes stood trees yet more mag- 
nificent, robed in verdure still more luxuriant, and 
overshadowing all below, while above the habita- 
tion, and almost above the reach of human kind, 
was found that mighty bird, the condor, the great- 
est of winged creatures, poised in mid air, and 


ciuzen of a State; that a citizen of 


gazing perpetually on that cold planet which was 
said to have either no atmosphere at all, or none 
incommon with the rest of the heavenly bodies, 
flapping his solitary and ponderous wings. There 
was obviously no identification here. 
jut he would goa step further. 
American party could be demonstrated to have 
sprung from the Democratic party as its true 
An attenipt had been made to ineulf 
them all in Philadelphia in one common inculpa- 
tion; but how in fact did the matter stand? Two 
of these Native gentlemen represented districts 
which had never, unless by some accident, heard 
the name of Whig; and the gentleman of that 
party who happened to be a Whig, was here sim- 
ply because the Democrats, counting too confi- 
dently on their strength, had run two candidates 
in opposition to him; while the third district, rep- 
resented by one of these gentlemen, had ever here- 
tofore been represented bya stout and stern Demo- 
erat, while the district which Mr. I. himselffhad the 
honor to represent had uniformly sent into his 
House a Whic. 

Mr. 1. would here state another fact. When he 
was going home after the long session of the twen- 
ty-cizhth Congress, on looking round him he saw 
acertain hotel near one of the polls, which had 
formerly borne on its front in staring capitals, 
Written on two distinct stories of the house, the 
words ** Democratic Headquarters;” but now he 
saw added to that inscription these other words, 
‘sand Native American;” so that the entire in- 
scription along the entire three stories of the house 
read as follows: **Denocratic and Native American 
Headquarters.” 

How it happened he did not know; whether these 
two loving parties had quarrelled like husband and 
wife, and separated from bed and board, and, per- 
haps, from the bonds of matrimony, but so it was, 
that the words *‘and Native American ’’ were 
stricken out, so that the House became again the 
‘* Democratic Headquarters.’? Place this party 
as they would, whether it had sprung in solitary 
erandeur, like Minerva from the head of Jove, or 
like the men of Cadmus who sprung from dragon 
teeth, or whether it sprang out of that fiery gulf 
which swallowed up Dathan and Abiram for offer- 
ing false incense at the altar, sull it stood solitary 
and alone, and had no connexion whatever with 
the Whig party. 

Mr. BRODHEAD here interposed, and said he 
would like the gentleman to explain how it had 
happened that, ina certain gubernatorial election in 
Pennsylvania, the Native Americans and Whigs 
had united together, and had thereby carried the 
city for a Whig Governor by a majorty of six 
thousand votes? 

Mr. INGERSOLL said he did not really know 
how the Native Americans happened to throw 
away their votes on Governor Markle in October ; 
but, however it happened, they had very soon re- 
pented of their sins; for, on the Ist of November, 
they returned to their true allegiance, and in that 
election the Whigs could count no such votes. 

There was another point on which Mr. I. wish- 
ed to add a word. It had been claimed for the 
Native Americans that they had the exclusive 
merit of quieting certain outbreaks in the neigh- 
borhood of the city of Philadelphia. Now, with- 
out disturbing anything which had been said by 
his colleague, he would proceed to state what was 
eternal truth, and that alone. Mr. I. here went 
into a very full and graphic description of the last 


source, 


of the riots in Philadelphia, and stated the part | 
which had been acted by the military on that oc- | 


casion, for whom he insisted on the full meed of 


merit to which they were entitled for their good | 


conduct, gallantry, and efficiency on that occa- 
s10n. 


In conclusion, he observed that he made no | 


charges against the Native American party as 
such. Ifthey could gather a little strength out of 
the present movement, let them go on and prosper. 
Meanwhile he trusted that the two great and lead- 


This Native | 


ing parties of the country would strive only in an | 


honorable and glorious emulation, devoid of all 
personal and selfish motives, to promote only the 


good of their country and the well-being of man- | 


kind. 


Mr. HAMLIN, after remonstrating against the | 


consumpuon of time, and expressing his personal | 


preference that the resolutions should go to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, moved the previous 
question, which was seconded. 
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And the main question was ordered and I 
the resolutions be referred to the Commi 
Judiciary. 

And it passed in the affirmative. 

So the resolutions of the General Assembly of 
the State of Massachusetts for such amendyy Pa 
to the naturalization laws as will protect the balioe. 
box and the elective franchise from frauds a, d 
abuses, were referred to the standing Committee o 
the Judiciary. 


ut, that 
tee On the 


tlee on 


ACCOUNTABILITY OF OFFICERS, Ke. 
Mr. GARRETT DAVIS here asked and ob- 


tained leave to move a series of resolutions, which 


| he sent to the Clerk’s table, where they were read, 


| House of Congress having the custody or t} 


as follows: 

1. Resolved, That the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary be instructed to inquire whether any add; 
tional legislation be necessary to secure the proper 
accountability of the officers or persons of either 
: 1€ dis 
bursement of the public money. 

2. Resolved, That the said committee also jy- 
quire into and report the facts connected with the 
defaleation of Caleb J. McNulty, a Clerk of the 


| House of Representatives of the 28th Concress. 


3. Resolved, That said committee further inquire 
whether the bond executed by the said Caleb J 
MeNulty and his securities has or has not beep 
discharged; and, if it be discharged, whether the 
same was not effected by the appropriation of mo 
ney belonging to the United States. 

4. Resolved, That said committee also inquire 
whether the mode of summoning and empannell- 
ing juries in the courts of the United States needs 
any alteration and reform; and said committee ig 
empowered to send for persons and papers. 


The resolutions were agreed to. 


Mr. HARALSON asked leave to make a report 
from the Committee on Military Affairs, the pur- 
port of which was to discharge that committee 
from a reference made to it, and to refer the same 
to some other committee. 

Mr. BRODHEAD suggested a suspension of 
the rules to receive reports from committees gen- 
erally. : 

The SPEAKER stated that to-morrow the first 
thine in the order of business would be to call the 
committees for reports. 


Mr. HARALSON then waived his request. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House sundry 


commrimications, viz: 


I. The following letter from the Secretary of the 
Treasury: 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
December 29, 1845. 


Sir: In reply to the call of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, contained in its resolution adopted on 
the 19th instant, in these terms: ** Resolved, That 
‘the Secretary of the Treasury be requested to 
‘communicate to this House the amount due the 
‘State of Arkansas of the two per cent. fund, if 
any, and his reasons for withholding the same; 
and whether said fund has been withheld from 
any other State entitled to said fund:’’ I have 
the honor to state, that the accounts with the State 
of Arkansas for the five per cent. of the net pro- 
ceeds of the sales of public lands within its limits, 
to which that State is entitled under the act of 
June 23, 1836, which is presumed to be the fund 
intended by the resolution, have been settled by the 
accounting officers to the 31st December, 1544. 
By the report of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office this is the latest period practicable at 
this time. 

Of the balances stated in fa vor of Arkansas on 
such settlement, the sum of $7,617 was carried into 
the Treasury on the 2d May, 1845, and the fur- 
ther sum of $1,788 76 was carried into the Treas- 
ury on the 23d August, 1845, in part payment of 
the interest due on $538,000 of the bonds of the 
State of Arkansas, bearing interest at the rate o! 
six per cent. per annum, payable semi-annuclly, 
held by the United States in trust on account 0 
the Smithsonian bequest; which interest on 54! 
bonds was cmavention and payable at the time 
when said sums were so carried into the Treasury, 
to an amount exceeding $100,000. The amoun's 
of said five per cent. fund stated in favor of Ar 
kansas being balanced on the books of this de- 
partment by the payments of the respective sums 


a a 


- 























-~ on & ee « 


— = 


a rn 


a me a. 


os 


1) eee 


2.4 Ga & 





1845. 








in part of the interest due from the State as afore- 
eaid, there is now, SO far as the accounts of said 
fund have been adjusted, nothing due the State of 
Arkansas on that account. — 

The authority for applying these payments of 
the five per cent. fund in the matter stated is con- 
tained in the joint resolution of the 3d March, 1845, 
which provides ‘that whenever any State shall 
«have been or may be in default for the payment 
‘ of interest or principal on investments in its stocks 
‘or bonds held by the United States in trust, it 
‘shall be the duty of the eetiny of the Treasu- 
« ry to retain the whole, or so much thereof as may 
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‘be necessary, of the per centage to which such | 


‘State may be entitled of the proceeds of the sales 


‘of the public lands within its limits, and apply || 


‘the same to the payment of said interest or prin- 
‘cipal, or to the reimbursement of any sums of 
‘money expended by the United States for that 
‘ purpose.” \ , 

In further compliance with the call, I have the 
honor to state, that various amounts of the per 
centage on the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands within the States of Illinois, Indiana, and 
Michigan, as adjusted in favor of those States 
respectively, have been carried into the Treasury 
on account of interest due and unpaid on the bonds 
of those States held by the United States upon 
various trusts, in obedience to the joint resolution 
hereinbefore set forth. I have the honor, &c., 

R. J. WALKER, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. J. W. Davis, Speaker of House of Rep’s. 


The letter was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


II. From the Secretary of the Navy, transmit- 
ting the information called for by the House on 
the 19th instant in relation to the agencies estab- 


lished by the Government in Kentucky and Mis- | 
souri for the inspection, test, and purchase of Ame- | 


rican — 


he Secretary states that, notwith- | 


standing the recent advertisement for three hundred | 
tons of hemp to be delivered at St. Louis and Louis- | 


ville has not been followed by the competition ex- 


pected and desired, he still remains of the opinion || 


that, by perseverance, the supplies of hemp for the | 


navy may be obtained of American growth. 

By a statement accompanying the letter of the 
Secretary of the Navy, it appears that these agen- 
cies have cost as follows: 

James Hamilton, agent, Louisville, from July 6, 
1843, salary, $1,752; contingencies and travelling, 
$302; rent, $150; storage and labor, $70; tools, 


&e., $178; total, $3,063. L. Sanders, Louisville, |) 


to September 24, 1845—salary, $429; contingen- 


cies and travelling, $55; total, $644: whole amount, | 


$3,708. 


H. King, agent, St. Louis, to July 16, 1845— | 


salary, $991; contingencies and travelling, $497; 
rent, 9482; storage and labor, $223; tools, &c., 
$260; total, $2,454. 


John Smith, St. Louis, from July 11, 1845—no | 


accounts rendered. 

The agents receive an annual salary of a thou- 
sand dollars, with the usual allowances for trav- 
elling expenses and contingencies. The whole 


amount of hemp purchased is 77 tons, and cost 


$611. 


The letter and accompanying papers were laid 


on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Ill. From the Secretary of the eens trans- | 
e 


mitting estimates of contracts made by the Trea- 
sury Department during the years 1844 and 1845. 

lso, a statement of the payments of contracts from 
Ist January to 30th June, 1845, for the discharge 
of miscellaneous claims not provided for by law. 
Also, a statement of expenditures of the marine 
hospital fund for the relief of sick and disabled sea- 
men for the years ending 30th June, 1844, and 
30th June, 1845. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


In the course of the day— 

Mr. WHEATON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported correct the bill to establish a 
collection district in the State of Texas. 

And the House adjourned. 





“ PETITIONS, &c. 


The following Petitions and Memorials were 


presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees : 


| 
| 
| 
j 
| 


By Mr. WILLIAMS: The petition of William Poole, 
praying fora pension: referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. The petition of Jonathan Adams and 60 others, 
against the ammexation of Texas as a slave State. 

By Mr. TIBBATTS: The petition of Hiram Humphreys, 
praying remuneration for losses sustained by him in building 
| a bridge for the United States. 

By Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON: The petition of George 
Miller, of Sullivan county, Tennessee, praying Congress to 
grant hima pension, in consequence of being disabled while 
| in the service of the United States, as a private soldier; the 
| petition of Joseph Bell, asking Congress to place him upon 
; the roll of invalid pensioners: which were referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


bar in the gulf, near Pass Christian: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. The petition of John L. Allen, of 
Mississippi, praying for back pay as a pensioner: referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BOYD: A petition for the establishment of a post 
route from Princeton, via Empire Iron Works, to Cadiz, in 
the State of Kentucky. 

By Mr. GILES: The petition of Thomas Garrett, pray- 
ing for a compensation for a vessel purchased by him for 
the transportation of provisions for the army in the late 
war: referred to the Committee of Claims. The petition of 
Eunice Starr, the widow of William Starr, a soldier of the 
Revolution, praying for a pension: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions. The petition of Magdalena 
Moore, widow of Benjamin Moore, a soldier of the Revolu- 
tion, praying for a pension: referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. The petition of Elizabeth Myer, 
widow of John Myer, a soldier of the Revolution, praying 
for a pension: referred to the committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

By Mr. WOOD: Two remonstrances, one of 117 citizens 
and another of 143 citizens, of Albany, against the admis 
sion of Texas as a slave State. ‘The remonstrance of 126 
citizens of Sand Lake, Rensselaer county, New York, for 
the same purpose. 

By Mr. YELL: The petition of the legal representatives 
of Thomas Maury, jr., for services as clerk to the Cherokee 
Indians: referred to the Committee of Claims. The peti- 
tion of David F. Wilburn, of Arkansas, praying the right 


Lands. 
ty, Arkansas, praying a mail route, &c.: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of Daniel Adams, 
and sundry other citizens of Cook county, for a mail route 
from Chicago via Mulford, Stebbins, Gross Point, Ellisville, 


| the Post Office and Post Roads. 
By Mr. SAWTELLE: The remonstrance of John Robin- 
son and 39 others, citizens of the State of Maine, against 


of inhabitants of St. Albans, of the State of Maine, of like 
| character: which were ordered to lie on the table. The 
petition of Benjamin J. Porter, for an allowance of seven 
years’ half-pay, for services rendered during the revolution- 
| ary war, as a surgeon’s mate. 
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ing an appropriation for the erection of a light- 
house on Brandywine shoal; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of citi- 
zens of Missouri, praying a weekly mail route 


| from St. Joseph’s, on the Missouri river, to War- 


By Mr. JEFFERSON DAVIS: A petition in relation toa 


of pre-emption: referred to the Committee on the Public | 
The petition of the citizens of Independence coun- | 


and Littlefort, to Southport: referred to the Committee on | 


the admission of Texas as a slave State. The remonstrance | 


By Mr. C. B. SMITH: The remonstrance of William 


Russey and 55 others, citizens of the State of Indiana, 
against the admission of Texas as a slave State. The re- 


| 56 others, citizens of the State of Indiana. 


moval of the land office from Jackson, Cape Girardeau coun- 
| ty, Missouri, to Fredericktown, Madison county, in the same 
State: referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. The 
petition of Noah Reed, and 123 others, citizens of the land 
district, praying the removal of the land office of Jackson, 
as above: referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
The petition of C. H. Collier, and 56 others, citizens of the 
land district, praying the removal of the Jackson land office, 
as above: referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 


monstrance, of the same character, by J. B. Dinsmoor and | 


| By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of Theodore F. Long | 
and 191 others, citizens of the land district, praying the re- | 


The petition of John Thomas, and 58 others, citizens of the | 


as above: referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
The petition of Solomon D. Caruthers, and 31 others, citi- 
zens of the land district, praying the removal of the land 
office from Jackson to Fredericktown, as above: referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 








IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, December 31, 1845. 
Mr. LEVY moved that the memorial of the Le- 


be printed; which motion was agreed to. 
PETITIONS. 


Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Caro- 
line E. Sanders, widow of W. G. Sanders, captain 
of a company of volunteers in the Florida war, 
praying a pension ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 


Mr. B. also 





land district, praying the removal of the Jackson land office, | 


gislature of Florida, presented by him yesterday, | 


presented the pee of Frederick || 
aze & Mallet, pray- || 


ing the payment of a balance in favor of said com- | 
pany on the books of the treasury since the revo- | 


lutionary war; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Mr. B. also presented the petition of Edward 
D. Lip 


tt, asking pay as sergeant in the United 
States 


Vincent, administrator of Le 
| rmy, from the date of his discharge to the 


| was referred to the Committee on Claims. 
Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of John 
} 


Brown and others, citizens of Pennsylvania, pray- 


end of the time for which he was enlisted; which | 


saw, in the State of Illinois; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, 

Mr. BAGBY presented the petition of Joseph 
Radcliff, asking compensation for timber lost by 
the burning of the navy-yard at Washington du- 
ring the late war with Great Britain; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims, 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. DAVIS, pursuant to notice, asked and ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Ben- 
jamin Adams & Co., and others; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

A bill for the relief of William Elliott, jr., of 
Illinois, was considered as in committee of the 
whole, and having been reported back to the Sen- 
ate without amendment, was ordered to be engross- 
ed fora third reading. 

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

The bill reported to the Senate a few days since, 
providing for the appropriation of alternate sec 
tions of the public domain for the completion of 
internal improvements in the State of Michigan 
and for other purposes, being taken up, 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE remarked that the bill 
was one of great importance to the State of Michi- 
gan; and although it had previously been discuss- 
ed, and had twice passed the Senate, as the time 
since it was last reported was short, he hoped that 
it would be passed over informally, in order to al- 
low the Senators opportunity to fully eXamine into 
its merits. No objection being made, it was so 
acreed. 

The bill for the continuation of the Cumberland 
Road, coming up in its order, was also informally 


| passed by. 


COMMISSIONER OF PENSIONS. 


The bill to continue the office of Commissioner 
of Pensions, was read a third time and passed. 

On motion, it was ordered, that when the Senate 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Saturday next, 


FLORIDA COURTS. 


The following resolution, presented yesterday 
by Mr. Wes'rcorr, was agreed to: 

” Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be communicated to the 
Senate copies of the correspondence between the 
Aitorney General and Solicitor of the Treasury 
and the judicial officers of the Territory of Florida, 
in relation to the authority of the Territorial judges 
as Federal judges, since the 3d of March, 1545. 

The following resolution, presented yesterday 
by Mr. Sevier, was adopted : 

"Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of grant~ 
ing five years’ pay to Mrs. Mary Jane West, wi- 
dow of Lieutenant James West, who died in the 
public service in 1834. 

The following resolution, presented yesterday 
by Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, was agreed to: 

" Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of an 
appropriation for the purpose of constructing a 
canal from the Mississippi river, at New Orleans, 
to Lake Pontchartrain, so as to afford a direct 
communication to steamboats from the western 
country to the fort proposed to be erected on Ship 
Island, with a view to the military and naval 
defence of the southern frontier of the United 
States. 


The following resolution, presented yesterday 
by Mr. Jounson, of Maryland, was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire whether, with a view to 
the defence of the country, it is expedient, by sub- 
scription to its stock or otherwise, and upon such 
terms and conditions as may be agreed upon by 
the United States and the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad Company, to assist in the completion of 
the road of the said company from its present 
western terminus to some suitable point on the 
Ohio river. 
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The following resolution, presented yesterday 
by Mr. Bacsy, was agreed to: 

" Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
he instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
providing more adequate defences of the port and 
harbor of Mobile. 

The following resolutions, presented yesterday 
by Mr. Haywoop, were adopted: 

"Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
inquire into the expediency of establishing the 
warehouse system for the storage of imported 
goods, in connexion with the revenue system of 
the United States; and that said committee shall 
have power to report by bill or otherwise. 

Resolved, ‘That so much of the report of the 
Secretary of the Navy of the United States as 
refers to the commerce of the United States, be 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


The Senate then adjourned, until Saturday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 3), 1845. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


ESTIMATES OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr. McK AY, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported the following joint resolu- 
tion: 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That it shall be the duty of the Secretary 
of the Treasury to cause the estimates of appropria- 
tions, which he is by law required to prepare and 
submit to Congress, to be printed, and copies of the 
same to be delivered to the Clerk of the House 
of Representatives in time for distribution at the 
commencement of each session; and that the Clerk 
distribute the said estimates in the manner in 
which documents printed by Coneress are direct- 
ed to be ie J 


The resolution was read the first and second 
time. 

Mr. McKAY said the Committee of Ways and 
Means were of opinion, in reporting this resolu- 
tion, that, if adopted, it would lead to a great 
saving of time and to the shortening of the ses- 
sion. ‘They had now been in session one month, 
and the annual estimates of appropriations which 
the Secretary of the Treasury was required to lay 
before the Flouse had only been laid before them 
in a printed form this morning. By one of the 
standing rules of the House, the Committee of 
Ways and Means were required to report the ap- 
propriation bills within thirty days from the com- 
mencement of the session. Only six days now 
remained of this time for the Committee of Ways 
and Means to examine these estimates of appro- 
priations. The object of this resolution was to 
require that the annual estimates should be print- 
ed during the recess, or at least that they should 
be laid before the House at the commencement of 
the session, so that the committee might at once 
proceed to their consideration, so far as the esti- 
mates of the public money were concerned. 

The resolution was then read a third time and 
passed. 

Mr. GORDON, from the Cominittee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Joseph Kimball; 
which was twice read and committed. 

Mr. G., from the same committee, made an un- 
favorable report in the case of William Brook and 
other citizens of Illinois, for compensation for prop- 
erty destroyed by the Sac and Fox Indians in 1832: 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOGE, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Mary 
W. Harrison, executrix of Benjamin Harrison: 
laid on the table. ; 

Mr, POLLOCK, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Lyman 
Kine: laid on the table. . 

Mr. P., from the same committee, reported a bill 
for the relief of Charles Benns; which was twice 
read and committed. 


CANAL—FALLS OF ST. MARY'S. 


Mr. McCLELLAND, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported, without amendment, the bill 
making an appropriation for the construction of a 


ship-canal around the Falls of St. Mary's, at the 
oudet of Lake Superior. 
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of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


COLLECTION DISTRICT OF CHICAGO. 


Mr. McC.,, from the same committee, reported, 
without amendment, the bill to establish the collec- 
tion district of Chicago. Read three times succes- 
sively and passed. 


LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 


Mr. TIBBATTS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred sundry memorials 
from various parts of the western section of the 
United States, praying Congress to make provi- 
sion for the purchase of the stock held by individu- 
als and corporations in the Louisville and Portland 
Canal, and to make the canal free of toll, made a 
report thereon, accompanied by a resolution for 


the purchase and free navigation, without toll, of | 


said canal; which report was committed to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


HARBORS AND RIVERS. 


Mr. TIBBATTS, from the same committee, 
reported a bill making appropriations for the im- 
provement of certain harbors and rivers; which 
was read the first and second time. 

Mr. T. moved that the bill be eommitted to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. CROZIER inquired of the Speaker whether 
it would now be in order to move to recommit the 
bill with instructions. 

The SPEAKER replied, that the motion to com- 
mit to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, being a privileged question, would take 
precedence. 

Mr. CROZIER inquired then if it would not be 
in order to instruct the Committee of the Whole to 
report certain amendments to the bill? 

The SPEAKER replied, that it was not compe- 
tent for the House, under its former usages, to in- 
struct the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union; and that the gentleman would attain his 
object by moving the amendments which he wished 
in committee. 

Mr. CROZIER, Mr. GENTRY, Mr. WIN- 
THROP, and Mr. G. DAVIS, respectively sug- 
gested to the Speaker that the motion was in order, 
and that there were various precedents for it. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF suggested to the gentle- 
man from Tennessee that his object would not be 
furthered at all by this movement; but that his ob- 


ject would be effected most readily by proposing 


the amendments which he wished in Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER, on a brief examination of the 
question, reconsidered his decision, and pronounced 


the motion to instruct the Committee of the Whole | 


on the state of the Union to be in order. 

Mr. CROZIER then moved his instructions, 
which were, that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union be directed to amend the bill 


by inserting therein a clause making an appropria- | 


tion of $100,000 for the improvement of the Ten- 
nessee river. 


Mr. C. was proceeding to support his motion, 


when an earnest appeal was made to him not to in- 
terrupt the reports from other committees which 
yet remained behind, 

Mr. C. replied that he was fully aware that 
those committees were very desirous of getting 
their turns under the rule, but it was not without 
reflection that he had made the motion now sub- 
mitted, and believed he was in order in addressing 
to the House some considerations in favor of its 
adoption. He perceived in the bill which had just 
heen reported liberal appropriations to different 
western rivers—some for the Mississippi, some for 
the Missouri, and others for the Red river, and 
others for Arkansas river. How these estimates 
‘ame before the committee he was at a loss to un- 
derstand; for in the President’s Message at the 
opening of the session no mention was made of 
western rivers at all, unless indeed they were un- 


derstood to be included under the phrase “ inland || 


seas.”” This Mr. C. considered, to say the least, 
as a modern phrase, if applied to the rivers of our 
country, but possibly the committee might have 
so understood it; and if that was indeed its mean- 
ing, then he must insist that the Tennessee river 
was quite as much an ‘inland sea’’ as any of 
those included in the bill. And he was the more 


surprised at its omission, because the subject of its 








improvement had been expressly referred to th 
committee, while these other rivers had not been 

Mr. MceCLELLAND here rose to explain, and 

yas understood to say that a report had been mad, 
by Colonel Abert, from the engineer corps 
lation to the improvement of the Mississippi ee 
which report had been referred to the Committec 
on Military Affairs, at whose request it had after. 
wards been sent to the Committee on Commerce 

Mr. CROZIER resumed, and said that he they 
supposed that the report mentioned these part 
lar rivers by name: if it did so, and at the same 
time omitted the Tennessee river, the report was 
guilty of gross injustice. A similar omission had 

| been made last year, and elicited great complaints 
' in that part of the western country which was in 
terested in the subject. He had hoped that the 
injustice would have been corrected at the present 
session, and it was precisely because his constiiy- 
ents thought they had been badly treated in the 
| matter, that he had seized upon the very first mo- 
ment which presented itself to bring the subject 
before the House. 
He admired the zeal which had been displayed 
by other gentlemen in favor of the Mississippi, the 
Mi:s uri, and the other rivers mentioned in the 
bill. They had done perfectly right in pressing 
the claim of those important streams on the notice 
of the committee; but he considered the Tennes- 
see river as a stream of quite as great importance 
as most of those rivers, and even of greater conse- 
quence than some of them. In urging its impor- 
| tance on the House, he did not ask gentlemen to 

rely merely on his own testimony. He was sup- 
| ported by the official opinion of one of the first 
| engineers of the country, an extract from whose 

report he would take the liberty to read. [Mr.€ 

here read at considerable length from a former re- 
| port made by Colonel Long, of the United States 

Peossvnshianl Engineers, in which that gentleman 

spoke of the improvement of the Tennessee rive: 
| as equal in importance with that of any river in 
| the West. He referred, also, to another report 

from the same authority in relation to the location 
| of a Western armory, in the course of which the 

same river was referred to, and its importance 

dwelt upon as forming a part of a great national 
| thoroughfare between Charleston and the Western 
States.] Mr. C. commended the foresight and pen- 
etration of the engineer, in having predicted im- 
provements which had since been actually realized 
for railroads had since that time been constructed 
from Charleston, from Augusta, and from Savar- 
nah, to within thirty-five miles of the ‘Tennessee 
river, at Chattanooga. In this improvement, all 
the Southwestern States, as well as Indiana and 
Illinois, were more immediately or more remotely 
interested ; because the commerce from Indiana 
and Illinois, if enabled to ascend the Tennessee 
river to Chattanooga, would at that point meet the 


»in re 


icu- 


| nearest and most direct route to Charleston, Sa- 


vannah, and other cities on the seaboard. The ob- 

structions in the Tennessee river constituted, in 
fact, the chief obstacle between those States and 
the ocean. 

Mr. TIBBATTS here called Mr. Crozier to 
order. He had no disposition to deprive that gen- 
tleman of an opportunity to speak in favor of the 
object he had in view; but he must insist that any, 
discussion of its merits was at this time out ot 
order. As the amendment which he had proposed 
involved of necessity an appropriation of money 
to carry it into effect, it must, according to the 
rules of the House, be first discussed in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

| Mr.GENTRY contended that Mr. Crozrer was 
in order; but, after some discussion of the point of 
_ order— 
The CHAIR decided, according to the sugges- 
tion of Mr. Tisratts, that the discussion of the 
' amendment must first be had in Committee of the 
Whole. 
| Mr. CROZIER said that, in order to avoid the 
difficulty which had been raised under the rule, he 
would modify his motion so as to omit any specilic 
sum, and leave the resolution in blank ; but 
| ‘The CHAIR considered this as an improper 
evasion of the rule, and decided that even in this 
‘form it would not be in order to discuss it at pre- 
sent. . 
| Mr. BOYD suggested that the gentleman might 
/recommit the bill, with instructions to insert this 
| amendment. 


Mr. TIBBATTS appealed to Mr. Crozten, «s 
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being friendly to this bil 
ecing hisamendment. ; 
Pr CROZIER said he disliked very much to in- 
a u nt the course of the bill; but as other gentle- 
. a! had interested themselves for other States, he 
wnsidered it equally his duty to press the interests 
or Tennessee. He would, Soubaeer: move to lay 
pa hill and the motion of reference, for the present, 


on the table. 


1, not to embarass it by 


On this motion, Mr. TIBBATTS asked the yeas | 


and nays, which were ordered. 
Whereupon Mr. CROZIER withdrew his mo- 
tion, and moved to recommit the bill to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, with instructions, 
The CHAIR decided that such a motion was in 
order, but that the question would first be on the 
original motion of Mr. Trsparrs to refer the bill 


to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 


Union. 6,. : 
After some further discussion on order— 


Mr. HAMLIN observed that there were two 


propositions, first on reference and then on instruc- 


"The CHAIR said the question could be divided. 


Mr. HAMLIN inquired whether he could speak | 


to the reference ? : 

The CHAIR deciding in the affirmative— 

Mr. HAMLIN said he was in favor of both 
committing and instructing, because he believed it 
one of the best modes of killing the bill forever. 
He desired to call the attention of the House and 
of the country to this mode of proceeding, 

Mr. CROZIER here called Mr. Hamziw to or- 
der; insisting that, if it was out of order for him 
to enter on the merits, it must be equally so for the 
ventleman from Maine. 

The CHAIR said that it was out of order to 
discuss the merits of the instructions, but was in 
order to speak to the question of reference. 

Mr. HAMLIN said he was desirous of tres- 
passing on no rule of the House, but he desired to 
call the attention both of the House and the coun- 
try to the state of things presented by the report 
of a bill of this character and magnitude. The 
prospect was alarming. Mr. H. viewed this as the 
inception of a grand scheme of internal improve- 
ments, Which was to deluge the country with the 
expenditure of untold millions. 

Mtr. TIBBATTS called Mr. Hamuin to order. 
If it was not in order to discuss the propriety of 


the measure, it must be equally out of order to dis- | 


cuss its impropriety. 
Mr. HAMLIN said he was not discussing it, he 
was merely referring to a fact. 


Mr. TIBBATTS insisted that he was out of 


order, and could not proceed. 
Mr. HAMLIN said he had no desire to travel 


out of the strict line of order; he merely called the | 
attention of the House to the appropriations in the | 


bill, but had not discussed them. 
{A voice: You certainly did denounce them. } 
Mr. H. insisted that he had not denounced a 
single item in the bill, but had only invoked the 
attention of the House and of the country to them; 
and he now perceived, from the feverish excitement 


manifested 7 the gentlemen all around him, that || 
y 


he could not be mistaken in his apprehensions. It 
Was an incipient measure in a great system, involv- 
lng a vastly greater expenditure than that which 
appeared on the face of the bill, for he doubted 
whether a single work of internal improvement 
could be pointed out the completion of which had 


not cost a much greater sum than had at first been | 


appropriated. 
Mr. TIBBATTS again called Mr. Hamu to 
order. The gentleman was discussing the bill. 
Mr. BRODHEAD spoke to the point of order, 
and called for the reading of the rule of the House, 


which required all bills and resolutions appropri- | 


aung money to be first discussed in Committee of || 


the Whole. 
Mr. BOYD inquired of the Chair whether, if 


the House should instruct the Committee of the | 


Whole toamend the bill by inserting this appro- 
priation, It would afterwards be competent in the 
committee to strike out the amendment? 

The CHAIR said that would be for the commit- 
tee to decide, 

Mr. TIBBATTS demanded a division of the 
question, so that it should be put first on commit- 
ting the bill and then on the instructions, and he 
moved the previous question on the whole. 


On this motion Mr. GENTRY demanded the 
yeas and nays 
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Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, demanded whe- 
ther, if the previous question was seconded and 
carried, it would cut off the instruction? 

The SPEAKER replied that it would. 

And the question being on seconding the motion 
for the previous question, the vote stood: Yeas61, 
nays 51. 

No quorum having voted, tellers were demanded 
and ordered. 

And the question being taken by tellers, the ayes 
were 75, the noes 44. So there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be taken. 

Which main question was on the commitment of 
the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
| of the Union. 

Mr. GENTRY rose to order, insisting that the 
previous question did not cut off the motion to in- 
struct. 

The CHAIR replied that such had been his own 
personal conviction, and he had formerly so decid- 
ded, but his decision. had been reversed by the 
House; and in making the decision he had now 
done, he had acted in conformity with the will of 
the House then expressed. 

Mr. GENTRY said that if the House had de- 
cided wrong, it was time that they corrected their 
own mistake. He thereupon took an appeal from 
the decision of the House; and, after some con- 
versation, demanded the yeas and nays on the 
appeal. 

But the House refused to order them. 

Mr. McKAY asked for the reading of the former 
decision of the Chair, which was read; when 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved to lay the appeal on 
the table. 

On this question Mr. GENTRY demanded the 
yeas and nays; 

3ut they were refused by the House, and the 
motion was carried. 

So the appeal was laid on the table. 

And the question then recurring on committing 
the bill; it was agreed to without a count. 

So the bill was committed to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

On motion of Mr. VANCE, it was 

Ordered, That when this House adjourns to-day 
it adjourn to meet on Friday next. 


PRIVATE. 
Mr. COLLAMER, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Sem- 


ington Buffenbarger, which was twice read and 
committed. 


LAND SALES AT CHOCCHUMA. 


Mr. C, also reportad a bill to legalize certain 
land sales made at Chocchuma and Columbus, in 
Mississippi, and to indemnify the Chickasaw In- 
dians therefor; which bill was twice read. 

Mr. COLLAMER stated the propriety of prompt 
action on the bill. 

| Mr. P. KING said he believed it contained an 
appropriation of public money, and must therefore 
be committed. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON did not think the 
| appropriation contained in the bill such as came 
| within the rules; it was merely to transfer money 

from one fund in the treasury to another fund. 

The report which accompanied the bill, as well 

as the bill itself, was then read; when the bill was 
committed. 


VARIOUS. 


On motion of Mr. THOMAS SMITH, the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands was discharged from 
the memorial of the Legislature of the State of 

| Arkansas against the distribution of the proceeds 
| of the sales of the public lands, and it was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. ASHMUN, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, made an adverse report on the case 
of Mary Ann Bruner, and moved that it be laid on 
the table. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY moved that the report be 
recommitted to the Committee on the Public Lands, 
with instructions to report a bill for the relief of the 
claimant. The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. RELFE, from the committee on the Public 
Lands, reported a bill to authorize the remova! of 
the land office from Jackson, in Missouri, to some 
more central situation in the district: twice read 
and committed. 
| Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on the Pub- 

lic lands, reported a bill to authorize the trustees of 


j 


Tymochtee township, in W yandott county, Ohio, 


to select lands for schools within the Wyandott 
cession; which was twice read and committed, 
APPORTIONMENT OF OFFICES. 

Mr. RATHBUN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill to regulate the appoint- 
ment of certain officers of the Departments of the 
Government in the city of Washington, and for 
the more general and equal diffusion of such offices 
among the several States and Territories and the 
District of Columbia; twice read and committed 
to the Committee of the Whole one the state of 
the Union. 

LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. RATHBUN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a resolution directing the Clerk of the House 
to purchase fifleen hundred copies of the 10th 
volume of the Laws of the United States, recently 
compiled and published, and to distribute the same 
(except to members of Congress) to such offices 
and oflicers of the Government as have received the 
Sth and 9th volumes heretofore published under 
orders of the House of Representatives; the cost of 
the said 10th volume not to exceed §2 50 for each 
copy. 

Mr. WINTHROP thought this resolution re 
quired explanation. An act was passed last session 
authorizing a subscription to the publication of an 
edition of all the Laws of the United States, with 
which this proposition would conflict, and he 
thought it probable the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means [Mr. McKay] could give the 
Hlouse information on the subject. 

Mr. McKAY went into a long explanation as to 
the origin and terms of the contract: from which it 
appeared that there had been an order directed to 
the Clerk to prepare and publish a tenth volume of 
the laws here, which order had been subsequently 
rescinded, and a contract entered into as stated by 
Mr. Winturop. He was understood to oppose 
the proposition made from the Committee on the 
Judiciary for purchasing the tenth volume, as lead- 
ing to an increased expenditure. 

Mr. WINTHROP went into further explana 
tions as to the details of the contract. P 

Mr. RATHBUN further explained the cround 
on which the committee had recommended the 
purchase proposed by them. 

The subject was further discussed by Messrs 
MILTON BROWN, WINTHROP, and RATH.- 
BUN, when it was finally disposed of by a refer- 
ence to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 


PRIVATE. 

Mr. ST. JOHN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Col. William Grayson. 
and committed. 

Mr. DANIEL P. KING, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the 
relief of the heirs of Captain Presley Thornton. 
Twice read and committed. 

Mr. D. P. KING reported, from the same com- 
mittee, that the heirs of William Pratt have leave 
to withdraw their papers. Agreed to. 


Twice read 


INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, from the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, reported a bill to regulate 
trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes in the 
Territory of Oregon, and to preserve peace and 
cultivate friendship among the said Indians: twice 
read, and committed to the Committee of the 


| Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. JACOB THOMPSON obtained leave, and 
moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
cause to be communicated to this House the num- 
ber of Indian claimants who applied for the allow- 
ance of land to the Board of Commissioners or- 
ganized in the State of Mississippi by virtue of the 


| act entitled “An act for the appointment of com- 


missioners to adjust the claims to reservations of 
land under the fourteenth article of the treaty of 
1830 with the Choctaw Indians,” approved March 
3, 1837, which act was continued in force until the 
Ist day 6f August, 1838, by an act approved Feb- 
ruary 22, 1838; and also to the board organized 
in said State, in pursuance of an act approved 
August 23, 1842, 1n relation to the same subject; 
the number of claimants approved, and the num- 
ber rejected ; the quantity of land required to satisfy 
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all the claims allowed ; the amount of land actually 
assigned the Indians by virtue of their continued 
residence according to the requirements of the 
treaty ; the amount of scrip issued for those Indians 
who had been deprived of their lands; in those 
cases where lands have been assigned the Indians 
what protection against fraud and deception is af- 
forded the Indians by the Government in their 
alienation of the same; what proof is required that 
a fair consideration has been paid by the purchaser 
to the Indian; and what is, in a majority of cases, 
deemed a fair consideration to render a deed satis- 
factory to the department; in those cases where 
acrip is issued, what guards against imposition are 
thrown around the transfer of the same; and what 
sum 18 generally estimated by the department a 
satisfactory consideration for the same; and what 
are the regulations for the receipt of said scrip in 
myment of lands; how much of said scrip has | 
een yet received; and for what description of lands 


will the said serip be received in payment, whether 


for ‘lands subject to private entry,” for payment 
of pre-emption entries, or for any lands which have 
not been offered at public sale. 
‘The resolution was read and adopted. 
PROTECTION TO OREGON EMIGRANTS. 


Mr. BRINKERHOFFP, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill to establish a line 
of stockade and block-house forts on the route 
from the frontier settlements on the Missouri river 
to the ‘Territory of Oregon; which was twice read, 
and committed to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

PRIVATE. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFP, from the same commit- 
tee, made an adverse report in the case of Lucien 
1}. Webster. Laid on the table. 

Mr. NEVIN, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, made an adverse report in the case of 
Pierre Gideon. Laid on the table. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on Rev- 
oluuionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief 
of the heirs of John Carr, and a bill for the relief 
of Thompson Hutchinson. ‘They were severally 
twice read, and committed. 

Mr. BRODHEAD also made an adverse report 
in the case of John Spalding and others, and of 
William Randall. Laid on the table. 

ABSTRACT OF PENSION LAWS. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, reported the following reso- 
lution, which was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the Secretary of War be directed 
to eause to he compiled an abstract of the several 
pension laws now in force for invalid, revolution- 
tionary, and other pensions; together with the 
construcuons which have been placed upon such 
laws by the War Department or Attorney Gen- 
eral, and the forms necessary to be followed by 
the applicants for pensions under the several laws, 
and report the same to this House at the earliest 
practicable period. 

PRIVATE. 

Mr. COCKE, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made adverse reports on the cases of 
John Napper Tandy and James Bumbaugh ; which 
were laid on the table. 

Mr. COCKE, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of James Da- 
vidson; which was twice read and committed. 

Mr. HENLEY, from the Committee on Patents, 
made an adverse report on the case of Sherburne 
C. Blodget. Laid on the table. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, from the 
Committee of Claims, reported a bill to provide for 
the payment of the passage of General Lafayette 
from France in 1824. Twice read and commit- 
ted. 

Mr. LIGON, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief G. D. Spencer; which 
was twice read and committed. 


SENATE BILLS. 


A bill from the Senate to organize a company of 
sappers, miners, and pontoniers, was read the first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

The bill from the Senate to continue the office 


of Commissioner of Pensions was read the first | 
and second time. 


Mr. BRODHEAD said the office of Commis- | 


} 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| sioner was about to expire, and that it was neces- | 
| sary, in his opinion, to act immediately on the 


bill; and he therefore moved that it be read a third 
tume and put on its passage. 

Mr. McKAY thought, as the bill in effect cre- 
ated a new office, and incidentally involved a 
charge on the Treasury, it ought to be committed; | 
he therefore moved that it be committed to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
This motion prevailed. 

The bill from the Senate to repeal the act to 
abolish the office of one of the Inspectors General 
of the army, and to re-establish that office, was | 
read the first and second time, and referred to the | 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


COMPENSATION TO COLLECTORS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter | 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a statement of the compensation and emoluments 
received, and the amount of fines, penalties, and 
forfeitures retained, by the collectors of Boston, 
New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Charleston, | 
Savannah, and New Orleans, during the four years 
ending 30th June, 1845. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


The SPEAKER then announced that resolu- || 
tions heretofore submitted, and laid over under the 
rules, would next come up in the regular order of | 
business. 

On which the following resolution, moved by 
Mr. DittivcuHam on the 19th of December, was | 
read and agreed to: 1] 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary || 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- || 
viding by law for removing the place for hallian | 
the district and circuit courts of the United States, 
in the State of Vermont, from Rutland and Wind- 
sor, to Burlington and Chelsea, in said State. 


1) 
1] 
} 


FREMONT’S REPORT. 


The following resolution, moved by Mr. Perry 
on the 19th instant, then came up: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House cause to | 
be printed, upon the type now standing, a suffi | 
cient additional number of Fremont’s report to | 
supply the members of the House who have taken 
their seats since the 4th of March last with the 


same number of copies that have been or may be || 


distributed to the members who were elected prior || 
to that time. 

The yeas and nays Were called for by several 
members on the question to agree to the resolu- 
tion. 


Mr. WINTHROP said he was unwilling to 


give five thousand copies to the new members of || 


the House, when the old members had not received 
half that number. He was willing to show all 
courtesy to the new members; but he really thought 
they could not ask of the House that they should 
be put so much above an equality with their 
brethren. He thought the old and new members 
had better unite and be content to share alike. He 
believed that twenty-five thousand copies had 
already been ordered by the Senate; and if gentle- 
men would strike out the word *‘ new” before | 
‘* members,’’ and would then move for five thou- 
sand extra copies, or for ten thousand, if they 
liked better, he would be the last man to oppose 
it. He was prepared to concede to the new mem- 
bers whatever they could in reason desire. He | 
moved to amend the motion by striking out the 

word ** new.”’ 

Mr. THOMASSON inquired whether five thou- 
sand copies would be necessary to put the new 
members on an equal footing with the old. If so, 
the motion should have his vote. 

Mr. McKAY was opposed to the proposition, 
as one altogether new and unprecedented. These 
copies, if he understood the matter, were not ask- 


ed for the use of members themselves, to furnish | 





them with additional informetion to guide their 
course here, but for the purpose of distribution 
among their constituents. This was the first time 
within his recollection that it had ever been pro- 
posed to reprint the documents of a former Con- 
gress. Indeed, this whole practice of printing 
such large extra numbers of documents was of re- 
cent origin, for during the first thirty years of the 
Government no such thing was heard of. Never, 


| copies of the same document. FE 


| previous Congresses, if they reprinted one, 
not all? These five thousand copies were ost 


| Representatives here. 
| the resolution on the table. * 


| vote in favor of the motion. 


| the country. 


j 
| 


till within the last twelve or fifteen years, did any || idiv 
gentleman think of proposing to print five, ten, || dered last Congress, but not yet supplied and dis 


Dee. 31, 


twenty, thirty, and (as in one -e) fifty thousand 

: , e was Opposed 
to the practice, and thought it ought to be diseou,. 
aged. And as to the reprinting the documents of 


wh Vy 


ens). 
bly for the new members of the House; by: had 


not the last Congress ordered the printing of te) 
thousand extra copies? Since then a good many 


|| members had gone out, and a good many more had 
|| been turned out; and if all who came in their p| 


> oe ‘ } aces 
were to receive additional copies, would not their 


districts get a double share in consequence of hayine 
changed their Representatives? Surely they wou. 


_and all such distinctions he considered unjust. If 


more copies were to be printed, let there be ay 


|, equality. His own constituents were as much en: 


titled to the benefit as those who had sent new 
He therefore moved to lay 


On this motion the yeas and nays were deman. 
ed; and, being taken, resulted as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q. Adams, Sip. 
hen Adams, Barringer, Bayly, Benton, Janes 
lack, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, 


| Milton Brown, Buffington, Burt, Cathcart, Rey. 
| ben mage Chase, Clarke, 
| Cullom, 


Cobb, Crozier, 
argan, Garrett Davis, Dillingham, Dob. 


'bin, Graham, Henley, Hoge, Hopkins, E. W 
|| Hubard, James B. Hu 


nt, James H. Johnson, 
Andrew Johnson, George . Jones, Kennedy, 
Lawrence, Lewis, Lumpkin, McClelland, Me. 


| Clernand, McKay, Barelay Martin, Morris, Moul- 


ton, Norris, Parish, Payne, Pettit, Pollock, Ram. 
sey, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Scammon, Severaice, 
Alexander D. Sims, Thomas Smith, Robt. Smith, 
Starkweather, St. John, Jacob Thompson, Wey. 
worth, Wheaton, Yancey, Yell, and Yost—6i. 
NAYS—Messrs. Arnold, Ashmun, Baker, 


| Blanchard, William G. Brown, Chipman, Cocke, 


Collamer, Colin, Cranston, Culver, Cunningham, 
Darragh, Delano, De Mott, Dixon, Douglass, 


| Faran, Ficklin, Gentry, Giddings, Giles, Good- 


year, Gordon, Grover, Hamlin, Harper, Herrick, 
Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, I. E. Holmes, Houg), 
John W. Houston, Sam’! D. Hubbard, Hudson, 
Washington Hunt, Chas. J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, D), 
P. King, Leib, Levin, Ligon, McConnell, Me- 


|, Crate, McDowell, McGaughey, McHenry, Marsh, 


John P. Martin, Miller, Niven, Pendleton, Perm), 
Price, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, 
Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, L. H. Simms, Troumay 


| Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stanton, Thomasson, Jas 
' Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, Tilden, Toom)s, 
| 'Trumbo, Vinton, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Wi- 
| throp, and Wood—77. 


So the motion was not laid on the table. 
Mr. JACOB THOMPSON inquired what would 


be the expense per copy of these extra numbers; 


| but the Chair replied that it had no information on 
| the subject. 


Mr. 'T. then observed that the chief item of ex- 
pense in the copy he had received appeared to con- 
sist in the plates and in the astronomical tables 


|| which accompanied the report. These he had 
| carefully examined, and, believing them to be of 
| little or no use, moved that the report be printed 


without them. . 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to refer the 


resolution to the Committee on Accounts, that 
|| they might ascertain and report what would be 


the expense. 
Mr. THURMAN suggested that they report 


what would be the expense with, and what with- 


| out, the plates and tables alluded to. 


The question being taken on Mr. Jones’s mo- 


‘tion to refer, it was negatived; and the question 
then recurring on the motion of Mr. Wixtkor 


to strike out the word ‘‘ new’’— on 
Mr. BAKER expressed his determination 
If any additions 
copies were printed, he hoped there would be a 
equal distribution between all the members of the 
tt otherwise, the practical result must be 


that some districts would get a double one of 
‘these documents while others did not. There 
"were not enough copies of this valuable report 1 


hey were in great demand, as Mr. 
B. had reason to know, for he had received more 
letters on the subject of this Fremont report o® 
the document from the Patent Office, than respec’ 
ing any and all other matters put together. _ 
Mr. B. thought that the balance of copies 0" 
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tributed, ought to be sent not to the ex-members, | 
who would have no power to frank them, but to | 
the present members who could. The object was | 
jistribution among the people of the districts. So | 
long as this object was secured, Mr. B. should be 
satisfied. ; : 

Mr. CHIPMAN suggested a modification of | 
the motion, to this effect: that the new members | 
should receive the copies which the ex-members | 
would have got had they been re-elected, in order | 
that they might distribute them. With this view | 
he had prepared a resolution, by way of substi- | 
tute, which he read, and which proposed that one | 
copy should be reserved to the ex-member for his | 
own use, but that all the rest should be delivered | 
to the sitting members. 

The question being taken on Mr. Winrurop’s | 
motion to strike out the word “ new,”’ it was agreed | 
to. 
The question then recurring on the motion of | 
Mr. Jacos T'nompson, that in printing these copies | 
the plates and tables should be omitted— 

Mr. STANTON stated that the type of the ta- | 
bles were still standing, and the copperplates ready | 
to be printed. The saving of expense would | 
therefore be small, since nothing was needed but | 
press-work. : | 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, replied, that it might | 
be very true that the forms of type were still stand- | 
ing; but if they were, it must be in the office of | 
Blair & Rives, the former printers to the House; 
but, as Ritchie & Heiss were now the public print- | 
ers, the whole would have to be set up again. | 

Mr. GORDON suggested that if the plates and | 
tables were omitted in the new edition, the old | 
members would get the old edition, while the new | 
members got imperfect — of the new. 

Mr. HOPKINS thought it better to print the | 
document entire, and let a uniform copy of it go | 
forth to the public. There was a great demand 
for it throughout the country, and he hoped it 
would be cireulated without mutilation. 

Mr. SAW'TELLE complained of a disposition 
which seemed to manifest itself to refuse to new || 
members an equal participation in benefits enjoyed | 
by the old. He was willing to concede ielas to 
other gentlemen, but he claimed equal rights of his | 
own. 

Mr. HUDSON made some remarks, which, | 
owing to his position, were almost inaudible at the 
reporter’s seat. 

Mr. HAMLIN disclaimed anything like a want 
of courtesy to the new members; he was incapable 
of it. Yet still he must inquire what was the | 
reason the House should make a difference be- 
tween this and all the rest of the documents print- 
ed at the last session? For one, he could not see. 
It was known to them all that Captain Fremont was 
now out making further explorations in the West, 
and a report of his proceedings might be expected 
before the close of the session. It would of course 
be ordered to be printed. But did gentlemen ex- 
pect that a subsequent Congress would order new || 
copies to be printed for any new members that | 
might then be elected! He presumed not. And, 
though he admitted this report to be a valuable 
document, he thought the report of the Commis- 
sioner of Patents of no less value. Why not, 
then, reprint that also? He understood that each 
copy of this document would cost four dollars. 
Were gentlemen ready to incur this expense? For 
one, he was not. Nearly half the volume was 
taken up with astronomical tables and long lists of | 
the names of plants; these might be useful to men | 
of science, but were of little consequence for gen- | 
tral distribution. He was not in favor of the reso- | 
lution; but, if it did pass, he hoped that these por- || 
uons of the report would be omitted. | 

| 


Before any final question was taken, the House 
adjourned till Friday, at twelve o’clock. 


PETITIONS, &c. 


The following Petitions and Memorials were 


Presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: 


win Mr. CALEB B, SMITH: The remonstrance of Dudley 
ana and 23 others, citizens of Indiana, against the ad- 
of oon Texas as a slave State. Also the remonstrance 

“ary Fertrill and 26 other females, citizens of Indiana, 
— the admission of Texas as a slave State. 

By Mr. HUNGERFORD: The petition of inhabitants of 
ee county, New York, for the improvement of a har- | 
rat 18 Mile Creek, on Lake Ontario : referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Commerce, | 


By Mr. CATHCART : The memorial of 750 citizens of | 


THE 


Indiana, praying Congress to pass an act for the protection 
of the settlers upon the lands purchased of the Miami In- 
dians, in Indiana. 

By Mr. MOSELEY: Four several petitions of citizens of 
Buffalo and Irving, New York, for au appropriation for a | 
light-house, and to complete Cattaraugus harbor. Also a peti- | 
tion of citizens of Bufialo, New York, for an appropriation | 
for a harbor at Martanwoe river, Wisconsin, Also a re- | 
monstrance of citizens of Eden, Erie eounty, New York, 
against the admission of ‘Texas as a slave State. 

By Mr. RELD: The petition of Elizabeth Tays, praying 
the payment of certain moneys due her grandtather, Robert 
Smith, for revolutionary services : referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims | 

By Mr. JAMES B, HUNT: The remonstrance of the citi- | 
zens of Bloomfield, Oakland county, Michigan against the 
admission of Texas to this Union as a State, with a consti- | 
tution which establishes and perpetuates slavery and the 
slave trade. 

By Mr. SAWYER: Sundry petitions for the improvement 
of the Maumee bay. | 
By Mr. GILES: The petition of Henry Adams and Catha- 
rine his wife, legal representatives of Francis Zock, pray- 
ing for compensation for property destroyed in the public 
service in the year 1814: referred to the Committee of 

Claims. 

By Mr. RUSSELL: The remonstrance of 218 citizens of 
Malone, Franklin county, New York, against the annexa- 
tion of Texas as asiave State. Also the petition of Pliny 
Pierce, of Warren county, New York, asking for an increase 
of pension: referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
Also the petition of George Pierson, of Saranac, Clinton 
county, New York, for relief: referred to the Committee of | 
Claims. 

By Mr. ST. JOHN: The petition of P. O. Brown and 
other citizens of Wyandott county, Ohio, asking the passage 
of a law authorizing the sale of the residue of the Wyandott 
reserve, in the aforesaid county, at what it may bring over | 
two dollars and fifty cents peracre. The petition of E, Wil- 
liams and sixty three other citizens of Crawford county, 
Obio, asking an appropriation to improve the Maumee river, 
in said State. The petition of Isaac Miller and 58 other 
citizens of Ohio, praying the extension of the pre-emption 
laws over the lands lately purchased of the Wyandott In 
dians, in said State. The petition of Nathan J. Fay and 48 
other citizens of Wood county, Ohio, asking an appropria- 
tion to improve the Maumee river upto the rapids, 

By Mr. W. HUNT: The remonstrance of 53 citizens and 
ladies of Hartland, New York, against the admission of 
Texas as a slave State 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fainay, January 2, 1846. 


The Journal of Wednesday was read and ap- 

roved. 

Mr. MILTON BROWN introduced to the House 
Mr. Epwin H. Ewtne, member elect from the 
State of Tennessee, vice Joserpn H. Peyron, de- 
ceased, who was qualified and took his seat. 

The SPEAKER, by consent, laid before the 
House a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, transmitting the annual statement of the 
Second Comptroller, in accordance with the pro- 


| 


| visions of the act of May 1, 1820, &c. 


On motion of Mr. JOSEPH JOHNSON, laid on 
the table and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid hefore the House a 
communication from the Clerk thereof, transmit- 
ting a statement of the officers in his department: 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 


OREGON. 


Mr. CUNNINGHAM rose, and asked leave to 
offer the following resolution; which was read for 
information : 

Whereas the rejection by the British Govern- 


| ment of the liberal proposition lately made by the 


President of the United States to compromise and 


| settle the respective claims of the two countries to 
the Oregon territory, has terminated all negotiation | 


on that subject : 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 


And whereas, by the extraordinary and inadmis- | 


sible demands of the British Government, it is 
made manifest that no compromise which the Uni- 
ted States ought to accept can be effected : 

And whereas the title of the United States to the 
whole of the Oregon country included within the 
parallels of 42° and 54° 40’ north latitude, and ex- 
tending from the Rocky mountains to the Pacific 
ocean, ‘is clear and unquestionable;’’ and that 
any further attempt on the part of the United States 


| to settle such title by a surrender of any portion | 
| of said country would be a surrender of the honor, | 
| the dignity, and the true interests of the American 

| people : 


Therefore, be it resolved, That it is the imperative 


sures as will fully protect our citizens who now do, 


| duty of Congress immediately to adopt such mea- | 


or may hereafter, inhabit that country, and effec- | 


| tually maintain our just title to the whole of the 


country of the Oregon. 
The resolutions having been read, 


Mr. I. E. HOLMES rose, and said that they 
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were of an important character, and he asked, 
therefore, that they might be again read. 

Mr. McKAY rose and objected. 

Mr. HENLEY and Mr. WENTWORTH moved 
a suspension of the rules to enable Mr. Cunninc- 
HAM to ofter his resolations. 

Mr. WINTHROP and Mr. COLLAMER asked 
the yeas and nays: which were ordered. 

Mr. |. E. HOLMES rose, he said, to a privileged 
question. He was now called upon to vote on a 
suspension of the rules for the purpose of acting on 
a particular proposition, Had he nota right to call 
for the reading of that proposition ? 

The SPEAKER said, the gentleman had that 
right; that the House also had the right to refuse 
the reading. The Chair, however, supposed that 
there would be no objection that the resolution 
should be again read. 


Mr. McKAY inquired of the Speaker, whether, 
after the committees had been called for reports, 
resolutions would not be in order? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. McKAY hoped, he said, that the House 
would allow him to make a single remark, for the 
information especially of the new members. A 
practice had of late years grown up here to move a 
suspension of the rules for every proposition which 
any member might desire to introduce. The prac 
tice had become so gencral as to amount almost to 
an entire annihilation of the rules. A large portion 
of the time of the House during the last Congress 
had been consumed in this manner. 

The SPEAKER here interposed with the re- 
mark, that the motion to suspend the rules was not 
debatable. 

Mr. McK AY. TIT hope that the House, without 
reference to the merits of the proposition, will ad- 
here rigidly to their rules. 

The SPEAKER here explained, in relation to 
his decision above given, that the resolution would 
be in order after the committees had been called 
for reports; that resolutions heretofore introduced, 
but laid over for debate, and now on the Speaker's 
table, would be first in the order of that business. 

The question now was (the Speaker said) on the 
suspension of the rules The gentleman from South 
Caraolina [Mr. Houmes] had asked that the reso- 
lution might be again read. If there was no ob- 
jection this would be done. 

The resolution was accordingly again read. 

And the question, * Shall the rules of the House 
be suspended 7’? was then taken, and decided as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. J. Q@. Adams, Baker, Benton, 
James Black, Blanchard, Brinkerhoff, William G. 
Brown, Catheart, Chase, Chipman, Colin, Cul- 
ver, Cummins, Cunningbam, Darragh, Delano, 
De Mott, Dillingham, Douglass, Dromgoole, Fa- 
ran, Ficklin, Fries, Giddings, Gordon, Grover, 
Hamlin, Harper, Henley, Herrick, Hoge, John 
W. Houston, James B. Hunt, James H. Johnson, 
George W. Jones, Kennedy, Preston King, Mac- 
lay, McClelland, McClernand, McConnell, Me- 
Dowell, McGaughey, John P. Martin, Morris, 
Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Parish, Pollock, 
Price, Ramsey, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Root, Rus- 
sell, Sawyer, L. H. Simms, Thomas Smith, Caleb 
B. Smith, Robert Smith, Starkweather, St. John, 
Strong, James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Thur- 
man, Tibbatts, Toombs, Wentworth, Wick, Yell, 
and Yost—75, 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Stephen Adams, Ar- 
nold, Ashmun, Barringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Brod- 
head, Milton Brown, Buffington, Burt, Cabell, 
John G. Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Reu- 
ben Chapman, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Collamer, 
Cranston, Crozier, Cullom, Daniel, Dargin, Gar- 
rett Davis, Jefferson Davis, Dixon, Dobbin, Dun- 
lap, Ellsworth, Erdman, Ewing, Gentry, Good- 
year, Grider, Haralson, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, 
Isaac E. Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, George S. 
Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Samuel D. Hub- 
bard, Hudson, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, 
C. J. Ingersoll, J. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, 
Daniel P. King, Lawrence, Lewis, Levin, Ligon, 
Lumpkin, McCrate, McHenry, McKay, Marsh, 
Barclay Martin, Miller, Payne, Pendleton, Perrill, 
Roberts, Julius Rockwell, J. A. Rockwell, Saw- 
telle, Scammon, Seaman, Seddon, Severance, A. 
D. Sims, Truman Smith, A. Smith, Stanton, Ste- 
phens, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Trumbo, Vance, 
Vinton, White, Williams, Wilmot, Winthrop, 
Woodward, and Young—89. 
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So the rules were not suspended, and the resolu- 
tion was not introduced. 


COMMITTEE OF CLAIMS. 

Mr. DANIEL and Mr. RATHBUN rose and 
addressed the Chair, each to a privileged question, 
as they stated. 

The SPEAKER gave the floor to 

Mr. DANIEL, who called the recollection of the 
House to the fact that, on a former day, he had, 
under what he understood to be the wishes or di- 
rection of the Committee of Claims, asked that the 
ventieman from Georgia, [Mr. Sternens,] a mem- 
ber of that committee, but who did not attend its 
sittings, be excused from service. The motion 
was waived at the time, because the gentleman did 
not happen to be in his seat. He (Mr. D.) had 
not been authorized by the gentleman himself to 
make the motion; but as he now saw hin in his 
seat, he (Mr. D.) would move that the gentleman 
he excused from service, and that another member 
be appoint doin his place, 

The SPEAKER said that he doubted whether 
the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Dantec,] 
or the committee, had tl 


he right, under the rule, to 
The rule itself provided that 
a member might ask to be excused from service on 
a committee, but there was no provision that an- 
other person could submit such a motion. And 
the Chair thought that the motion legitimately 


submit this motion. 


from the member himself. 

Mr. DANIEL rising and addressing the Chair— 

The SPEAKER said that the proceeding was an 
irre rular one ,and not in accordance with the prac- 
tice of the Tlouse The Chair was not aware of 
any lstance in which a committee had asked that 
one of its members, who had not himself submit 
ted the request, should be excused, 

Mr. POLLOCK (a member of the committee) 
was understood to say that he had suggested this 
doubt in committee; his own opinion being that 
the motion to be excused should come from the 
member himself. 

Mr. JOHN A, ROCKWELL (also a member 
of the committee) explained that though he was 


ou hat to con 


aware that there had been a conversation on this 
t ubject in the committee, yet he was not aware 
that any action had been taken upon it. 

Here the conversation ended. 

OREGON. 

Mr. G. DAVIS rose to inquire whether the bill 
heretofore reporte d by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the ‘Territories, [Mr. Dougtass,] ** to 
protect the rights of American settlers in the Ter- 
ritory of Oregon,” had been made the special order 
of the day for the first or second Tuesday of this 
month? 

Several voices: “ The first Tuesday,’ 

Mr. DAVIS said there had been some misun- 
derstanding among the members of the House on 
that point. 

The SPEAKER said that the Clerk informed 
him that the first Tuesday in January was the day 
designated. 

Mr. G. DAVIS desired, he said, to offer a reso- 
lution. 

Mr. PAYNE here rose, and inquired of the 
Speaker whether he had stated that the first 'Tues- 
day was the day named ? 

The SPEAKER having assented, 

Mr. PAYNE said that a number of members 
had been under the impression that the special 
order had been announced for the second Tuesday. 

The SPEAKER said he had himself been under 
that impression until, the inquiry having been 
made, the Journal had been looked into, and had 
settled the fact that the bill was made the special 
order for the first Tuesday. 

Mr. DOUGLASS said that he had been in- 
structed by the Committee on the Territories to 
designate the first Tuesday; and his own intention 
and desire had been that the bill should come up 
at the earliest practicable day. But as he had been 
assured round the House that there had been creat 
misapprehension on the subject, and that, as no 
serious objection on the vart of the House existed, 
lie would move the postponement of the special 
order until the second Tuesday of the present 
month. 

The SPEAKER said that motion was in order. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said, he for one would 
only say that his decided impression had been that 
the second Tuesday had been the day specified. 
Hie had no idea that it was the first. 


> 


Mr. G. DAVIS moved that the rules in relation 
to the order of business be suspended, to enable 
him to offer the following resolution; which was 
read for information: 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union be discharged 
from the consideration of ‘a bill to protect the 
‘rights of American settlers in the Territory of 
‘Oregon until the termination of the joint occu- 
‘pancy of the same;” and that the second and 
third sections of said bill be recommitted to the 
Committee on the Judiciary; the fourth section, to 
the Committee on Public Lands; the fifth section, 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs; the sixth and 
seventh sections, to the Committee on Military 
Affairs; the eighth section, to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads; the ninth section, 
to the Committee of Ways and Means; and the 
tenth section, to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

The resolution elicited some laughter. 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL inquired of the Speaker, 
whether the motion was debatable? 

The SPEAKER having replied in the negative, 
put the question on the motion to suspend the 
rules. 

And, two-thirds not having voted in the affirma- 
tive, the rules were not suspended. 

So the resolution was not received. 

Mr. PAYNE inquired what had become of the 
proposition of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
Dovatass.] 

The SPEAKER said it was yet pending. 

Mr. PAYNE inguired whether it would not be 
in order to correct the Journal in this respect? 

The SPEAKER said that there was no necessity 
for any correction, inasmuch as the Journal had 
correctly stated the fact. 

Mr. DOUGLASS. I hope that the special order 
will be postponed until the second Tuesday of this 
month, and I make that motion. 

Mr. RATHBUN inquired of the Speaker, whe- 
ther such a disposition of the bill lay now within 
the power of the House? Could the House be in 
possession of that subject, before the time to which 
its consideration had been postponed should have 
arrived ? 

The SPEAKER said that the House could ar- 
range its order of business at any moment, and 
that the motion to postpone was in order. 

And the question was then taken, and decided 
in the affirmative without a division. 

So the bill to protect the rights of American set- 
tlers in the Territory of Oregon, until the termina- 
tion of the joint occupation of the same, was made 
the special order of the day for the second Tuesday 
in January, instead of the first Tusday, as hereto- 
fore appointed. 


THE TENTH VOLUME. 

On a former day the following resolution was 
reported from the Committee on the Judiciary: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be di- 
rected to purchase the usual number of copies— 
not to exceed fifteen hundred—of the tenth volume 
of the laws of the United States, compiled by him 
and published in this city, and distribute them as 
former volumes of the laws have been distributed; 
except that none shall be distributed to members 
of Congress, or delegates from Territories: pro- 
vided that they can be purchesed at $2 50 per vol- 
ume. 


And this resolution, after some discussion as to 
the rights of parties under existing contract for 
that work, the completing editions that were in 
process of publication, the cost to the Government, 
&c., had been referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. RATHBUN now rose, and, afier a prelimi- 
nary inquiry on a point of order, moved that the 
vote by which the bill had been so committed be 
reconsidered, in order that the resolution might 
come up for disposition in the House. 

[This being a privileged motion, took precedence 
of all other business. ] 

The discussion above referred to, and directed 
mainly to the same points, was now renewed, and 
was participated in directly, or by way of expla- 
nation, by Messrs. Ratupun, McDowe.., Wiy- 
rurop, M. Brown, Coss, Dittiscuam, Rew, and 
Martin. 

When Mr. McDOWELL, remarking that he 
should adopt the same principle in relation to this 
matter that he should in any other transaction of 
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state of the Union. 


_and he is hereby, requested to inform this Hou 


Jan. 2, 
life—that was, buy where he could purchase the 
cheapest—moved, with that object in view, the 
previous queStion, : 

There was a second. The main question on re 
consideration was ordered, and being taken, t) 
House refused to reconsider the vote. ; 

So the resolution continues to sleep comfortabjy 
for present in the Committee of the \ 


V hole on the 


FOREIGN WOOL. 
Mr GORDON (leave having been refused) moved 


that the rules of the House be suspended, to enalie 
him to introduce the following resolution; 
was read for information : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 


Which 


be, 


: se 
as soon as practicable, of the amount and qualivy 
of foreign wool imported into the United Stateés 


since August 30, 1842, in each year; the rate or 
duty paid thereon; the valuation of the same at th 
last port or place whence exported to the United 
States, and the country whence exported; and also 
the amount of domestic wool exported from the 
United States to foreign countries in the same tiny 
and the quality and valuation at the port or place 
of exportation of such exports; and to commiuni- 
cate such other facts in relation to the wool trad: 
of the United States as the department may have 
the means of furnishing for the information of the 
House. 

The House refused to suspend the rules. So the 


| resolution was not received. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
The SPEAKER proceeded to call the commit- 


tees in their order for reports. 

Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an adverse report upon the petition of Henry 
Bogardus and Ebenezer Atwell; which was laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. D., from the same committee, reported t) 
following bills: 

A bill for the relief of John Anderson; 

A bill for the relief of Charles M. Gibson, ac- 
companied by a report in each case; which bills 
were severally read a first and second time, and 
committed to a committee of the whole House to- 


u 


| morrow. 


Mr. POLLOCK, from the same committee, made 
a report upon the petition of the securities of Elijah 
J. Weed, late quartermaster of marines, deceased, 
accompanied by a bill for their relief; which bill 


| was read a first and second time, and committed to 
; a committee of the whole House to-morrow. 


Mr. GORDON, from the same committee, made 
areport upon the petition of Lyon and Howari, 
accompanied by a bill for their relief; which |! 
was read a first and second time, and committed to 
a committee of the whole House to-morrow. 


Mr. McCLERNAND, from the Committee on 


the Public Lands, to which the petitions upon the 


subject were referred, reported a bill to remove tie 
land office at Lebanon, in the State of Alabama, 
from that place to Jacksonville, in said State; 


| which bill was read a first and second time, and 
| committed to the Committee of the Whole House 


on the state of the Union. 
Mr. ASHMUN, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the petition of Jesse Johnson, 


_ which report was laid on the table. 


OREGON. 
The Committee on Military Affairs having been 


| called, 


Mr. HARALSON, itschairman, reported “a bill 
‘to raise two regiments of riflemen, and for other 
‘ purposes;’’ which was read a first and second ume 


by its title. 


“Mr. H. moved that the bill be committed to 


‘the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and that it be made the special order of the 
day for Tuesday next. 


Mr. G. S. HOUSTON objected to this system 


‘of making special orders; for the result, he said, 


_ this bill take the usual course. 


would be that the House would find itself tram- 
melled and obstructed by them until it would really 
not know what business it was going to do. Let 
e did not desire 
to make any war upon it, but he wished that 't 
should take its chance with other bills. 

Mr. HARALSON said he would assign reasons 


| for the motion he had made, which, he presumed, 


would be satisfactory. It was well known theta 
bill had been reported from the Committee on the 


2 






Territories to organize a Government for the Ter- 
ritory of Oregon. In that bill were imbodied some 
provisions On subjects which had been referred to 
she Committee on Military Affairs, and which in 
fact were embraced in the bill now under consid- 
eration. If action were to be had at the time he 
suggested, it might save the trouble of referring 
hack again a portion of the other bill—thus obvia- 
tine delay, and avoiding those discussions or con- 
troversies Which might be likely to arise out of 
questions affecting the jurisdiction of the different 
committees. , 1 a 

The bill provided for the organization of two 
reciments of riflemen. It also, in accordance with 
the recommendation of the Secretary of War, pro- 
vided for the increase of the existing regiments of 
infantry, artillery, and dragoons. ‘The increase of 
military foree in the two new regiments contem- 
plated in the bill, amounted to an aggregate of one 
thousand five hundred and fifty-six, including offi- 
cers; and, at the same time, the bill gave a discre- 
tionary power to the President to add to each regi- 
ment of the existing establishment ten men to each 
company. If this bill should pass, there would be 
no necessity for the organization of a separate 
corps such as was provided for by the bill report- 
ed from the Committee on the Territories: because 
the President could use his discretion, and select 
any corps which he might think proper for the 
particular service contemplated by that bill. 

One other remark he would make. We had been 
informed by the report of the Secretary of War, 
that the exigencies of the public service had re- 
quired him to withdraw the garrisons from almost 
all the fortifications in the North, and on the North 
Atlantic States; and thet some even of the southern 
fortifications had been .eft without garrisons in con- 
sequence of the exigencies of the public service in 
the South. ‘The Secretary also said that he could 
not recall the force from that quarter at this par- 
ticular time. Was not the House willing, by act- 
inz on this bill at an early day, to authorize an 
amount of force sufficient to guard the public prop- 
erty in the different fortifications now existing? 

Mr. GEO. S. HOUSTON ealled the attention of 
the House to the fact that the bill reported from the 
Committee on the Territories was one special or- 
der already made, and that it was now proposed to 
make the bill from the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs another. If these special orders were thus 
sanctioned on the ground of the general interest 
feltin the House or the country, or for any other 
reason 

Mr. MeDOWELL. I rise to a point of order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman is too late, or 
nearly so. If he will let me alone a moment, | will 
obviate the necessity of his speaking at all. 

Mr. MecDOWELL. Let the Speaker decide that: 
| desire to be informed by the Chair whether it is 
in order to discuss this proposition. 

The SPEAKER explained that the question of 
making the billa maul order, being simply a ques- 
tion touching the priority of business, was not de- 
batable; but that there was also pending a motion 
of reference, which was debatable. 

Mr. HOUSTON continued. He would not oc- 
cupy the attention of the House long. He desired 
simply to explain his object, which was to show 
that, if the House persisted in this course of pro- 
ceeding, the time was not far distant when every 
committee that made a report would at the same 
time move that it be made a special order. ‘Thus 
‘he House would soon find itself with its hands 
tied; for, the special order once made, a vote of two- 
thirds would be required to get the House out of 
the difficulty in which it thus placed itself with re- 
gerd to its business. 

He would not go into the merits of the question 
of raising these two regiments of riflemen, or of in- 
creasing the army at all. But if he understood the 
reason assigned by the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. Haraxson] for pressing the early considera- 
tion of this bill, it was because it constituted one of 
the sections of the bill reported by the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. Doveass] from the Committee 
on the Territories. 

Mr. HAROLSON rose to explain. The gen- 
tleman from Alabama [Mr. G. 8. Houston] was 
mistaken, ‘The remark which he (Mr. H.) had 
made was this: that the bill now reported from the 
Committee on Military Affairs would probably ob- 
Viate the necessity of one of the sections of the bill 
‘ntroduced by the Committee on the Territories. 
The bill he had reported, however, was entirely 








different, and more extensive in its provisions, 


having reference not only to matters referred to in 
the sixth and seventh sections of the territorial bill, 
but providing for the exigencies of the public ser- 
vice in other sections of the Union, besides that of 
the line of travel to Oregon. 

Mr. HOUSTON continued. 
of the centleman amounts, | think, to about what I 
supposed him to have said. I perceive that there 
must be an intimate connexion between the two 
bills. Indeed, the gentleman himself seems to 
think so; and that is one reason why, if a special 
order is made at all, it should come after the House 
shall have acted on the bill reported from the Com- 
mittee on the Territories. We do not know—we 
cannot know—what action this House will take on 
that bill. And Iam almost warranted in saying 
that, if the bill reported by the gentleman from I]- 
linos, [Mr. Dovexass,] or some other bill of the 
kind, be not passed, | take it for granted that the 
necessity for considering the bill from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs will be obviated. It seems 
to me, therefore, that the bill reported from the 
Committee on the Territories should first be consid- 
ered and acted upon. If, after that, we desire to 
raise two regiments of riflemen, or to increase at all 
the military force of the country, we can then take 
up the other bill, accomplish the object we desire, 
and in that manner perfect such legislation as the 
best interests of the country may require. I knew 
that there are other bills connected with this very 
subject which have the same importance attached 
to them; and I desire, therefore, that this particu- 
lar bill should come up without any peculiar ad- 
vantage it may derive from being made a special 
order, and that it should stand upon its 
merits, 


Mr. DOUGLASS hoped the motion of the chair- | 


man of the Committee on Military Affairs would 
prevail, and that this bill would be made the spe- 
cial order for Tuesday next. [t was true this bill, 
if passed, would obviate the necessity of one sec- 
tion of the bill which he (Mr. D.) had had the honor 


to report from the Committee on Territories. It | 


would obviate the necessity of that one section 
which provided for the raising two regiments of 


dragoons. It provided for this particular, and in a | 


manner much more perfect than the bill which he 
had reported, and it caine as appropriately from the 
Committee on Military Affairs. He did not see 


the necessity of the postponement of this bill until | 


the other bill came up. He did not concur with the 
gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovusron,] if the 


Oregon bill failed this session—which, he trusted, 
no gentleman in this House would admit was going | 


to fail—that it would not be necessary to pass the 
present bill. This would, even then, be necessary 
for the protection of emigrants on their way to Ore- 
gon, and for settlers on our western frontier, now 
much enlarged by the annexation of ‘Texas. And, 
further, for the reasons specified by the chairman of 


any objection to the other bill on the ground that 
the proposition for the two regiments ought to come 
from that committee—he thought they ought to act 
on this bill first. They had no special order for 
next week; and unless they made one, they might 


The explanation 


own 
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| the Committee on Military Affairs, viz: to obviate | 


be adjourning over from day to day and doing | 


nothing. He saw no reason why they should not 


take up this bill and dispose of it; and if the chair- | 
man of the Committee on Indian Affairs would re- | 


port their bill, and the chairman of the Committee 


on Foreign Affairs report their notice, he saw not | 


why they might not all be taken up next week and | 


acted on at once; and then when the Oregon bill 


came up, they could modify it so as to meet those | 
bills which might have been passed. It would ob- | 
viate the objections which had been, and which | 


' might be raised to that bill, that it included sub- 


jects over which other committees had jurisdiction; | 


and they could meet this Oregon question face 
to face directly on its own merits, without any 
controversy as to whether it ought to have come 


from this or that committee. He hoped, therefore, 
| that this preliminary question would be settled, and 
| that week after next, to which time he had con- 
| sented the Oregon question should be postponed, 


would not be occupied with the discussion of these 
questions. 


He repeated the expression of the hope that 


| not only this bill, but the bill from the Committee 


on Indian Affairs, and the notice from the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, would be taken up next 
week, and disposed of. He hoped, therefore, this 


tion raised that it would not be necessary if no 
Oregon bill were passed. If no Oregon bill passed 
at all, it would be necessary to have these Indian 
agencies west of the Rocky mountains; it would 
he necessary to raise this force for the protection 
of our emigrants thither; and the notice would be 
necessary. Hence the necessity of these bills did 
not depend at all upon the passage of the Oregon 
hill. He hoped, then, that gentlemen would not 
object to these until the Oregon bill came up, and 
then say that it was not from the right comunit- 
tee. There seemed to be a game playing to ob- 


> 


ject to the Oregon bill when it came up, and to 


say to the Committee on Territories, You have re- 
ported on subjects which you ought not to have 
reported on, and which belong to other committees; 
and now, when the Military Committee had re- 
ported distinecdy, appropriately, to objeet to its 
being considered until after the Oregon bill was 
act d on, 

Mr. G. S. HOUSTON (the floor being yielded 
by Mr. Doverass for explanation) simply desired 
to Say, if the rentleman thought there was any 
game playing—and certainly if there was a game 
playing he would be presumed to have a hand 
In it, as he had made the objection to making this 
bill the special order—and if the gentleman thought 
he (Mr. H.) had any hand in it, that he was, as 
usual, sadly mistaken. And furthermore, if these 
bills were all to be brought up, and all made the 
special order—every one covering the object of 
particular clauses in the gentleman’s biil—they 
would have too hitle of the gentleman’s bill left to 
oceupy the next week. 

Mr. DOUGLASS, resuming, had only to say, 
if he was mistaken, it was a sad mistake; and he 
hoped that all the mistakes he made would be of 
the same character. 

Mr. VANCE here int rposed with the point of 
order, that this debate was net in order, being on 
a question of the priority of business. 

‘The SPEAKER said the question of priority of 
business was not debatable; the question of refer 
ence to the Committee of the Whole on the State 
of the Union, which was also pending, was, how 
ever, undoubtedly debatable. 

Mr. DOUGLASS continued. He had but one 
word more to add. So far as he had spoken of 
any game being played, he had no personal allu- 
sion to any gentleman; but he did say that in this 
House every little question which could be seized 
hold of was raised to postpone and prevent action 
on this Oregon question. There seemed to be a 
terror in the Oregon question that made gentlemen 
shrink from it, who had met the ‘Texas question 
boldly and without shrinking, last year. 

Mr. HOUSTON (Mr. D. yielding the floor) 
simply wished to say, if he was at all included in 
this allusion of the gentleman, that he had told tie 
gentleman from Lilinois that if he would bring up 
his bill to-day, he (Mr. HH.) was ready to discuss 
it and vote on it. 

Mr. DOUGLASS. Hence what he said; that 
he had no personal allusion when speaking of the 
game that was being played, because he knew the 
gentleman was ready to meet the question directly 
and boldly. At the same time, he repeated, there 
seemed to be some terror connected with the Ore- 
gon question, so that gentlemen seemed to shrink 
from it; and he wished to see gentlemen meet it 
boldly, fairly. If the objection was that the mili- 
tary clause ought to have come from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, let them have the bill as 
now reported from that committee. He wished 
this question brought up, and brought up at once; 
and he thought they had waited long enough on 
this question to proceed promptly now without 
being charged with haste. The ‘Texas bill had 
first been reported, and they had sent it through 
with a jump—sent it through at once; and they 
had seen none of this apprehension lest the subject 
should come from some committee other than the 
right one, when the Texas bill was passed. Now, 
he repeated, with reference to this Oregon bill, 
they wished it carried through—not with the same 
rapidity, but with the same boldness, the same 


| consistency—so as to show that they were twin 
| measures, not only in name, but in fact. He 


hoped this bill would be acted on, and that a bill 
from the Committee on Indian Affairs would be 
reported and acted on; and if the Chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs would report his 
notice for the termination of the joint convention, 
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he (Mr. D.) would he in favor of pushing it through 
if the same short time; and if that did leave his 
bill without much remaining, he should be grati- 


fied that so little was left to be acted on. 
none of that pride. 

Mr. G. DAVIS interposed, and remarking that 
the gentleman admitted there were certain portions 
of his bill which ought to be considered by other 
committees, wished to ask of the gentleman to be 
prood enouvh to state what portions of the bill 
which he had reported, in his opinion, appertained 
to other committees, and what portions to the 
Committee on ‘Territories. 

Mr. DOUGLASS would answer the rentleman 
from Kentucky with pleasure. ‘There was no por- 
tion at all which came inappropriately from the 
Committee on Territories; and he did not admit— 
he never had conceived—the slichtest impropriety 
In every portion of it coming from the Committee 
on ‘Territories. If it were true that the section on 
military affairs might not have come from the Com- 
mittee on Territories, they might make the same 
objections to that part which pertained to Indian 
affairs, to the post office, to the notice, to the judi- 
ciary offi¢ers; and what would be left for the Com- 
mittee on ‘Territories to report on? What should 
that committee report on? For what were they 
It was to take charge of the Terri- 
torial business before this House; and its province 
included military affairs, judicial affairs, post office 
wffairs, and everything else which related to the 
"Territories; and he said that the Committee on 
‘Territories had uniformly reported on these various 
subjects, 


constituted ? 


The y did so the last year, including 
every one of these subjects, except the notice to 
Crreat Britain; and because that committee did not 
report it, the House voted in the notice, thereby 
declaring that the Committee on Territories ouglit 
to have reported it. 

Mr. ©. J. INGERSOLL. That notice was put 
at the eleventh hour in great confusion and ina 
very bad mode, Loo. 

Mr. DOUGLASS. Just exactly as I stated. 
The Committee on Territories did not report the 
notice; and because they did not, the House put it 
in; and it was true they put it in in a very bad 
way; and the gentleman at the head of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs did not report it at all. 

Mr. ©. J. INGERSOLL (Mr. D. yielding) said 
ifthe gentleman would turn to the journal of the 
committee, he would see that the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs instructed him (Mr. I.) to report 
against the notice—the reason why he was obliged 
80 to report. . 

Mr. DOUGLASS. Exactly so. I know the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs instructed the gen- 
tleman, and he believed that committee did report 
so, and that against the wishes of the House. This 
House undertook to put it into the Territorial bill, 
thereby saying it ought to be there. The Com- 
mittee on ‘Territories of this session, therefore, 
having knowledge of the action of this House, of 
the Committee on Territories, and of the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs last year, had profited by 
their experience, and had done this year what the 
House, by a solemn vote, declarea ought to have 
been done there last year. He hoped this would 
be a satisfactory answer to the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Davis.]} 

But while he said this, he did not pretend to say 
that the Committee on Military Affairs, that the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, that the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, would be transcending their 
legitimate sphere, by reporting their various bills. 
‘There were many committees here which had con- 
current jurisdiction of the same matter. For in- 
stance: the subject of the tariff was frequently re- 
ferred and reported upon at the same time by both 
the Committee of Ways and Means and the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. If the Committee on 
Territories had not the right to take cognizance of 
all laws necessary to the organization of Territo- 
ries, and to the protection of our citizens there, 
they had no rights; because every branch of this 
subject might come within the purview of other 
committees, But he thought this matter might 
he arranged, and arranged harmoniously, if this 
House would act upon this bill from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs; and if they would make 
the bills from the Committee on Indian Affairs 
and the Committee on Foreign Affairs the spe- 
cial order, and act on them at the same time. 
They could pass these bills next week; and the 
Committee on Territories would not feel that their 
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province was trenched upon at all by the House f 
having stepped in and passed parts of their bill. | 
All that the Committee on Territories wished was, | 
to see that the House take the action necessary to | 
protect our rights in Oregon, p 
He did hope that there would be no dodging on 
this Oregon question. Yes; that there would be no 
dodging on the Oregon question ; that there would 
he no delay; and he hoped that the gentleman 
from South Carolina [Mr. Hotmes] would show 
the same spirit and the same enthusiasm in behalf 
of Oregon that he had shown in behalf of Texas, 
and that he would be as brave and as fearless in | 
looking Great Britain in the face as he was in | 
looking Mexico in the face. There was great ap- | 
prehension of war here last year—but of war with | 
Mexico mstead of Great Britain; and they had 
found men brave, and furious in their bravery, in de- | 
fying Mexico and her allies, England and Franee, | 
who now had an awful horror in prospect of a | 
war with Great Britain. He (Mr. D.) had felt 
pretty brave last year with reference to Mexico 
and her allies, and he felt equally so now. He | 
believed, if we wished to avoid a war upon this || 
Oregon question, the only way we could avoid it 
was by preparing to give them the best firht we | 
had on hand. Just vive the notice; erect our mili- 
tary posts; garrison them, and do all we could 
during the continuance of the treaty; and the mo- 
ment the notice expires, have a Territorial bill 
ready to drop in and take effect from that day, and 
the Orezon question, we would find, would be set- 
tled. The contest would be a bloodless one; we | 
should avoid war, for the reason that Great Britain 
knows too well, if she had war about Oregon, fare- | 
well to her Canada. If this House and the other 
House acted firmly on the Oregon question—if they | 
passed the military bills first, and then followed | 
them up with the civil bills, showing the nerve to | 
act without talking—except they talked for the | 
purpose of making men act—we should have no | 
war with England on this subject. 
Mr. HOLMES confessed, whatever might be | 
said of his bravery on the Texas question, that he 
did feel, on the Oregon question, grave and deep 
alarm. Yes, he was not afraid to ackne-vledge 
that he was alarmed to see the interests —— this 
mighty Republic precipitated and plunged heed- | 
lessly into a contest with Great Britain; and he 
put it to gentlemen who advocated the bill of the 
gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Doverass,] whether | 
they had not better first pass the notice, if they 
could pass it, before they made any appropriation 
for war; for he told that gentleman that if the 
bill reported to this House by him did pass, he 
would not find him (Mr, H.) backing out from the 
war; for he was well convinced that what he be- 
lieved the intention of a vast body of this House 
to be, would be accomplished—that war would be | 
inevitable; and, instead of three or five regiments, | 
he wished at once (and he intended to move it on || 
the passage of the gentleman’s bill) that the Ex- 
ecutive be entrusted with a credit of twenty million | 
of dollars, to be made instantly applicable to the || 
defences of the country; for the issue could not be 
avoided if this bill were passed; and he therefore 
wished, if the bill did pass, it would pass before | 
we arrayed in any manner the force of this coun- | 
try, whether by regiments or by battalions. He | 
said that the gentleman, as a lawyer, acquainted | 
with the law international, knew that the notice 
would produce war. What was the object of the 
notice? Was it not to terminate the joint occu- | 
pancy? Why terminate the joint occupancy? | 
Was it not, at the end of twelve months, to en- | 
force our rights over the entirety of the region | 
called Oregon, unless they expected (what gentle- | 
men did not expect) that Great Britain would not | 
be driven off beyond the forty-ninth degree of | 
north latitude. Who was there who had watched | 
the progress of the negotiation, and had not been | 
convinced of the tenacity with which she adhered | 
to her supposed rights? And whether she had | 
them or not, who did not see that she would not | 
be driven above forty-nine degrees? Was this | 
their object, in giving the notice, to say that she | 
should not come to forty-nine degrees ? 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL interposed, and called | 
the gentleman from South Carolina to order. He | 
considered these remarks not only altogether out | 
of order, but calculated injuriously to affect the | 
public interests. 
Mr. HOLMES. With the understanding that 
the debate is to cease, and with the grave rebuke | 
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I have received from the chairman of the most ~ 

portant committee of the House, I will yield the 

floor; and I demand the previous question, 
Mr. H., on appeals to that effect, withdrew 


. : the 

demand for the previous question. 
Mr. HARALSON rose, simultaneously with 
Mr. ADAMS, and addressed the Speaker: jy 


having spoken once upon this question, the floor 
was awarded to 

Mr. ADAMS, who said he perhaps oucht to 
make an apology to the House for addressing them 
at all on the question before them. the state of his 
health being such as to render it impossible fo, 
him to enter fully into the important question 
which was presented to their consideration, He 
understood the question now before the House to 
he, whether a bill reported from the Committee on 
Military Affairs for the raising two regiments of 
riflemen should be made the special order of this 
House for next Tuesday; and he inquired of the 
Speaker if this was not the case. 

The SPEAKER replied that that was one branch 
of the question; but that branch would not strictly 
be debatable. The question of referring the bil! t5 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union was also before the House; and that was 
debatable. 

Mr. ADAMS. Is the question, whether the bil! 
shall be referred at all? 

The SPEAKER re-stated that there were two 


| questions pending—one on referring to the Com- 
| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 


the other on making the special order. 

Mr. ADAMS. Then I ask that the question be 
divided, and that the question first be taken on re- 
ferring the subject to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. He desired this, because 
he presumed there would be no diversity of opinion 
in the House upon that subject. If there was, it 
would entirely change the state of the argument 
and debate here. He asked that the question he 
first taken on the question of reference. 

Mr. HOUSTON (Mr. A. still retaining the floor) 
remarked that he believed he had made the objec- 
tion originally; but it was not to the reference, but 


| to the setting apart the bill as a special order. 


The SPEAKER stated that the branch of the 
question which proposed the reference to the Com- 


| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, it 
| was competent for a majority of the House to de- 


termine; but the other branch, which proposed to 
make it a special order, would require a vote of two- 
thirds. 

Mr. ADAMS still retaining the floor, 

The first branch of the question was propounded. 

Mr. HARALSON wished to know if the gentle- 


' man from Massachusetts had closed his remarks. 


The SPEAKER replied that the gentleman sull 
retained the right to the floor. 

Mr. ADAMS requested that the question be first 
taken on the reference; because, if the House re- 
fused that, he had nothing further to say. 

Mr. HARALSON objected to that question be- 
ing taken, as it would preclude all detate—the 
other branch of the question not being debatable. 

Mr. ADAMS. Then I withdraw my motion for 
the present. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can demand 
a division of the question, and that division will be 
made when the question is taken. 

Mr. ADAMS. Then I suppose I am_ now at 
liberty to debate whether or not the question shall 
be made the order of the House for Tuesday. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has stated that 
this question is not debatable, coming under the 
113th rule, which prescribes that ‘ All questions 
‘relating to the priority of business shall be de- 
* cided without debate;”’ but the question to refer 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union is debatable, and it opens up the whole 
question. 

Mr. ADAMS. I will, then, at the risk of being 
arrested for irrelevancy—sometimes a very favor- 
ite mode of stopping debate—make my argument 
altogether on the question of making this a special 
order, while in form I appear to be speaking to the 
question of reference. 

This measure now proposed to be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(said Mr. A.) is one of a great variety of mea 
sures, all of them as important as any which have 

"ever come, or ever will come, before this House. 
It is only one of them, and one on which it 1s pet 
| mitted to speak without having special reference 
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to all the others connected. For example: this 
is a bill, J understand, for raising two regiments 
of riflemen. I find on my table here a bill already 
introduced into another part of this building, to 
»rovide for raising a regiment of mounted rifle- 
men. The question has occurred to my mind— 
how are these two bills to go together, and whether 
they could not and ought not to be considered to- 
wether? The decision of the one question will de- 
end somewhat on the manner in which the other 
is decided. I mention this simply by way of illus- 
tration of a variety of measures connected with the 
question now before this House. I find in the 
came bill, now under consideration in another part 
of this building, a clause which proposes to ap- 
propriate a sum of thousand dollars ** to 
‘defray the expenses of any military defences 
‘which the President may deem necessary on the 
‘line of communication with Oregon.’’ Now, it 
is very evident that the importance of that section 
depends onthe sum of money to be appropriated 
and to be placed in the hands of the President for 
the expenses of any military preparations which 
the President may deem necessary. All that I 
infer from that is, from the passage of the bill— 
if any pass—it is contemplated that there will be 
other expenses; and, in my opinion, they will be 
very great expenses—as a concurrent measure 
with that measure of raising a regiment of mount- 
ed riflemen. Now this is not the only measure 
which will be necessary, all in connexion with 
this one subject. It appears to me very doubtful 
whether it is necessary at all to waste i time of 
this House in the discussion of the question, whe- 
ther two regiments of riflemen shall be raised or 
not, unless the necessity for raising these regiments 
shall be made apparent to this House. Why? 
What is the reason that even one regiment of 
mounted riflemen shall be raised at this time? 
Why is it that two regiments not mounted shall 
be raised at this time? 

We have gone through some measures, the 
prospect of which presented an appearance, at 
least, of danger of a war. We have gone through 
these measures, and no war has ensued. We are 
in profound peace with all the world. Why, 
then, what necessity is there for an increase of 
the military force of this country? It is within 
the recollection of many members of this House 
that the spirit of this House two, three, or four 
years ago, was very different from that of raising 
additional military force; and I see here, among 
others, some of those gentlemen who at that time 
opposed an increase not only, but actually carried 
through a reduction of that same military estab- 
lishment nearly one-third. That was four years 
ago. That was a time when the prospect of war 
in this country was, I believe, quite as great as it 
is at the present time; and I take this opportunity 
to say, that I do not believe at all that we are in 
danger of a war at this time. I do not see any tes- 
tmonial of the probability of a war now; ud sir, 
if there is ever to be any danger of war in conse- 
quence of measures to be taken by this Congress, | 
it appears to me that the first measure is yet to be 
taken, and that measure ought to precede all new 
armaments, and all new expenses whatsoever; and | 
that measure is, the giving notice to Great Britain | 
that we mean to terminate the convention respect- | 
ing the territory of Oregon which we made some | 
twenty-three years ago. That is the first measure | 
to be taken; fe 
prehend anything like a war so long as this state | 
of things continues? Does Great Britain tell us 
she will take offence at the termination of that 
\reaty? Notatall. There has been some ques- | 
tion in England whether they should not give us | 
hotice for the termination of that treaty, which, I 
beg leave to say, is not a convention of joint occu- 


patton. Tam surprised to hear the words ‘joint | 


oceupation”? used, universally used, in discussing | 
what the convention was. "That convention ac- | 
knowledges no occupation of territory by either, | 
It Is a commercial convention—a convention of | 
ree navigation for both parties—of free intercourse | 
with the Indians in a certain territory; but it does | 
hot admit on either arty the occupation by the | 
other party of one inch of territory. There is no | 
Vcupation; nor does the treaty amount to it at all. 
but whatever it is, neither party can permanently 
oecupy a portion of that territory without givirg 
hotice of the termination of that convention of free | 
commerce and trade, which is not permitted be- 

‘ween one nation and the territory of another. It. 
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is not a convention or treaty of joint occupation ; 


it is a treaty authorizing the exercise of commer- 
cial right—of the right of navigation—of the right 
of treaty stipulation with the Indians on either side; 
and a treaty which precludes permanent and ex- 
clusive occupation by either party. It is precisely 


| the exclusive occupation which cannot be assumed 


by either of the parties without this notice is given 
twelve months beforehand. In my estimation, in 
advance of all these other measures, it appears 
to me that the notice must be given. When this 
notice is given, twelve months after the right will 
accrue to this country of occupying any part 
which they think proper. In the progress of the 
bill which passed this House at the last session of 
Ens myself moved a first section of that 
bill; and it was that this notice should be given. 
The House did not think proper to agree to it. 
The House, I believe, passed a bill without even 
including the notice in it. The gentleman from 
Illinois can say whether this is correct. 

Mr. DOUGLASS explained that at a subsequent 
day the gentleman from Massachusetts offered the 
amendment for the notice, and it was adopted. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. And at the very last 


, moment too. 


Mr. ADAMS. However that was, it was adopt- 


| ed at the close of the action on the bill; but the bill 


did not pass the Senate. I was the member who 
proposed it as the first section of the bill; and I then 
declared myself ready to give the notice to Great 
Britain for the termination of the convention, and I 
am ready now; and I hope this and the other House 
of Congress will do it, as the very first measure, 
which is to be followed afterwards by the real occu- 
pation of the whole territory. 

[Applause and clapping of hands upon the floor 
and in the galleries, which was immediately repress- 
ed by the Speaker. ] 

But | deem it indispensable (continued Mr. A.) 
that the notice shall be given for it; and what the 
gentleman from Illinois said is somewhat in coinci- 
dence with my own impressions—that there is a 
came playing. I know nothing about it; but Iam 
somewhat surprised to hear, at this day, that the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs would not report 


this notice. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL interposed, remarking 
that that had been said by no member of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. ADAMS. [heard it from none of the com- 
mittee; but the report is extremely current. 

Mr. DOUGLASS explained, lest Mr. Apams 
might have misunderstood him, that he had made 
no such declaration. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. Certainly, no person 
is authorized to say so. 

Mr. ADAMS. ButI have heard it from a great 
variety of quarters; and if it is delayed much long- 
er, I shall believe it. I should deeply regret it, ifa 
majority of this committee were not now prepared 
to give this notice; and for the reason that, in my 
estimation, it is the first of all the measures to be 
taken, and all the rest depend upon it; and, while 
we are talking of regiments of infantry, and fortifi- 


' cations, and stockade forts, and sappers and miners, 


| 
| 
| 


or how is it possible that we can ap- || 


Great Britain is arming her seamen and her ships 
of the line and frigates, and is sending on her troops 
here to be ready for anything that may happen in 
consequence of this difference of opinion. I am 
very desirous that this notice should be given im- 
mediately, without delay; and I would vote for it 
if it were brought forward to-day. 


Mr. WENT WORTH, interposing: I move that 


the rules be suspended, in order to introduce the 
notice. 

The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that 
the gentleman from Massachusetts had not yielded 


| the floor. . 


| hostility, until this step was first taken. 
|| as the convention existed—so long as the notice is 


Mr. ADAMS proceeded further to say, that he 
scarcely felt himself authorized, with any prospect 
of success, to make any motion to this House. If 
it had not been so, he should on the very first day 


of the session have moved that this notice be given, | 


because he had so profound a sense of the duty of 
adherence to treaties, that he was opposed to any 
measure of hostility, or showing a disposition for 
So long 


not given, so long he could vote for no increase of 
the army or navy; forall these other measures de- 

nded on this notice. Now, if this bill was to 
be made the special order of the day for Tuesday 


next, he hoped it would be so arranged by those . 


/ army or navy at all. 
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who managed the affairs of this House, that this 
question of the notice to be given to Great Britain 
should also be the special order of that day, and 
be taken up first, before anything else. Let it be 
made the special order of the day; for, in his 
opinion, they were wasting time in legislating or 
talking anything about the increase of the defences 
of the country until we give this notice. 

It did not follow that there would be war; it did 
not even follow necessarily that we should take 
possession of the country. We would only say to 
Great Britain: After negotiation twenty odd years 
under that convention, made and re 1 reated, we 
do not choose to negotiate any longer in this way. 
We choose to take possession of our own: and 
then, if we have to settle what is our own, or 
whether any portion belongs to you, we may ne- 
gotiate. We might negotiate afier taking posses- 
sion. ‘That was the military way of doing business. 
It was the way in which Frederick Il. of Prus- 
sia had negotiated with the Emperor of Austria 
for Silesia. [Mr. A. gave an account of the in- 
terview of Frederick the Great with the Austrian 
Minister, and of the fact of Frederick having sent 
his troops to take possession of that province the 
very day that he had sent his minister to Vienna 
to negouate for it.] 

He said he hoped the first step taken would be 
to give, in the most solemn manner, notice to Great 
Britain. Then we should have our elbows clear, 
and could do as we pleased. It eid not follow as 
a necessary consequence that we should then take 
possession, but he hoped it would follow as a con- 
sequence, and a very immediate one. But whether 
we give the notice or not, it did not necessarily 
draw after it hostility or war. If Great Britain 
chose to take it as an indication of hostility, and 
then to commence hostilities, why, we had been 
told that there would be but one heart in this 
country; and God Almighty grant that it might 
be so! 

But if this should be so, we should hear no more 
of these extraofdinary terrors of war on the part of 
the gentleman from South Carolina, whose course 
on the Texas question had been contrasted with 
his position on this question. How gallant the 
Seiad was at the time that Texas was in ques- 
tion, was not for him to say. He did not wish to 
draw any comparison between the disposition of 
members of this House for the acquisition of 'Tex- 
as, and the—not acquisition, but—taking our own, 
of Oregon. Fle said if this war came—which God 
forbid! and of which, by the way, he had no ap- 
prehension whatever—he hoped the whole country 
would go into it with one heart and one mighty 
hand; and if that were done, he presumed the ques- 
tion between us and Great Britain would not last 
long—neither Oregon nor any country north of this 
latitude would long remain to Great Britain. 

Strong as was his moral aversion to modern war 
and military establishments, then, if he should 
have the breath of life at the time when the war 
commences, he hoped he should be able and will- 
ing to go as far in any sacrifices necessary to make 
the war successful as any member of this House. 
He could say no more. 

He now said, and he repeated, that until the no- 
tice was given to Great Britain, he was not pre- 
pared to go for any of the subsequent measures. 
He thought we might, with great propriety, with- 
out waiting for the effect of the notice, extend to 
our countrymen, who are in possession of parts of 
that territory—parts not claimed by Great Britain— 
the laws of the country, and the protection of the 


| country in any form which may be necessary. 


But he saw no necessity for an increase of the 
He supposed that the meas- 
ures taken after the notice would not be offensive 
to Great Britain, nor did he suppose that they 
would commence war upon it. But for the oceu- 
pation of the territory, he did suppose some addi- 
tional force would be necessary for the army; and 
however unwilling he was ever to give his vote for 
the increase of the military forces of the country, 
he thought he should overcome the difficulties in 
the way, especially on the appearance on the part 
of Great Britain of a disposition to take offence at 
this measure. All these measures, and especially 
that of the increase of our military forces, must 
depend on the notice to Great Britain that this 
present state of things, that had existed for twenty 
or twenty-five years, should no longer continue; 
that we would not have our hands and feet tied on 
this subject; that the notice must be given, and we 
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must be free to act as we shall think our interest 
and the rights of the country require. 

He thought it was ume for this House to begin 
to consider what was due to that portion of our 
countrymen who were in one and another portion 
of that territory. ‘hey ought to know who they 
are. He confessed he was ve ry imperfectly inform- 
ed on the subject; and neither from Lieut. Wilkes’s 
exploring expedition, or from Lieut. Fremont’s 
journal, could he gain this information, which was 
ihe most needed. He referred to the memorial 
which had been presented by the chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs at an early day of 


ee ———————— - —— 


the session, from American citizens in Oregon, and 
to another memorial on the subject, which had not 
been presented to the House, as promising to lin- 
part something of the desired information; and he 
repeated, that he was in favor of protecting them 
as far as we could protect them. He belie ved he 
had said all he proposed to say on this subject. 
‘The most material thread of his observations was 
first to @ive the notice to Great Britain to terminate 
this convention—this was the first measure; and 
after that would come measures necessary for the 
protection of our citizens, such as the establish- 
inent of stockade forts and other measures rela- 
ting tothe increase of our military establishments 

tor he was against all these unless the conven- 
tion Was first terminated. 

Mr. ADAMS having taken his seat— 

Vir, FARAN, from among a number of compe- 
titors, obtained the floor, and asked leave to otler 
“eres plution, whi nh hue de sired might be read for 
information, 

‘Che House was under the influence of a very 
intense interest in the subject before it, and some 
confusion was manifest, amidst which were heard 
objections in several quarters to the introduction 
of the resolution, mingled with loud cries for an 
adjournment, 

‘The hour was growing late, and the Speaker 
having entertained a motion to adjourn, the ques- 
tion was put, and decided in the cette 

So, pending the proposition of Mr. Faran, (which 
was not read for information, and of which the 
reporter, therefore, has no knowledge,) and with- 
out having taken action of any kind on the motion 
of Mr. Hanatson to refer the bill to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and to 
make it the special order for Tuesday next, 

‘The House adjourn d. 


PETITIONS, &c. 
The following Petitions and Memorials were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: 


ty Mr. MecCLELLAND: The remonstrance of George 
Hill and others, citizens of Ann Arbor, Michigan, against 
the admission of Texas as a slave State. 

By Mr. GORDON: The remonstrance of Ezra Water 
bury and 110 other citizens of the county of Delaware, New 
York, against the admission of 'l’exas into the United States 
AS 4 slave State. 

By Mr. BENTON: The petition of John J. Eldridge ask- 
ing for a pension: referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pe nmsions. 

By Mr. 1. E. HOLMES: The memorial of the citizens of 
Charleston for the establishment of a branch mint at Charles- 
ton 

By. Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of Orris Crosby 
for a pension: referred to the Committee on Pensions. Also 
the petinon of A. Butterfield and others for a harbor at 
Cighteen Mile Creek, New York: referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

By Mr. GEORGE 8S. HOUSTON: The petition of J. D. 
Besxuchamp, and others, of Walker county, Alabama, pray- 
ing the passage of a law by Congress allowing N. A. Pen- 
Jand back pay as an invalid pensioner. Also, the petition of 
many citizens of the same State and county, praying Con- 
gress to pass a law allowing Michael Robbins back pay as an 
invalid pensioner: which were referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

sy Mr. WOOD: The petition of 100 merchants of the city 
of Albany for the improvement of the Fox and Wisconsin 
rivers 

iy Mr. CALEB B. SMITH: The remonstrance of Aaron 
Lindley, and 105 others, citizens of the State of Indiana, 
against the admission of Texas as a slave State. 

Ky Mr. RAMSEY: The petition of the legal representa- 
tives of Hugh Hughes, deceased, for the payment of certain 
toan office certificates. The petition of Sophia Albrecht, of 
Pennsylvania, widow of a revolutionary soldier, praying for 
relief. 

hy Mr, ISAAC E. HOLMES. The petition of Charles 
W. Bingley, for an act of Congress authorizing the collector 
of Charleston, South Carolina, to grant an enrolment or 
revister 
By Mr. NIVEN: The petition of Hector St. John Beetly, 
of Orange county, in the State of New York, claiming a 
pension as an invalid 

By Mr. PAYNE: Withdrew from the files the petition 
and accompanying papers of J. W. Crane: referred to the 


THE CONGRESSION: 


| 
Committee of Claims. Also, the petition of Daniel Trump- \| 
send: referred tothe Committee of Claims. Also, the peti- || 
tion of John Leu: referred to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. BAYLY: The memorial of John R. Pollard, re- |! 
presenting that our present militia system is very defective, 
inefficient as a means of defence, and asking Congress to | 
apply a remedy, and praying thata law may be passed which 
will enable the commissioned officers of volunteer corps to 
assemble in sufficient numbers at the garrisons and other 
posts of the regular army, where they shall be instructed 
by the commander of such posts or garrisons in military 
tactics, 

By Mr. BUFFINGTON: The petition of Jeremiah Mur- | 
phy fora pension. Also, the petition of George Wade for a | 

i 
| 
| 


pension. Also, the petition of John Dull, jr., and 18 others, || 


citizens of Butler county, Pa., remonstrating against the ad- | 
mission of ‘Texas as a slave State. Also, the petition of | 
John Shryock, and 29 others, citizens of Butler county, Pa., 


; > || 
of the like import. Also, the petition of Isaiah Neblock, and | 
} 


42 others, citizens of Butler county, Pennsylvania, of like 
import, 


IN SENATE. 
Satrurpay, January 3, 1846. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a re- 
port from the Secretary of War, exhibiting, agree- 
ably to law, the balances of appropriauions on the 
Ist July, 1844; the appropriations for the fiscal year 
ending July Ist, 1845; the repayments and trans- 


fers within that year; the amount applicable to the || 
service of the year; and the unexpended balances || 


on the Ist day of July, 1845; which was read, and, 
on motion of Mr. SPEIGHT, it was ordered to be | 
printed. 

LIVE OAK PLANTATIONS. 


A message was received from the President of || 


i} 


the United States, transmitting a report of the Sec- | 


retary of the Navy, in answer to a resolution of || 


the Senate of the 11th December last, in relation to 
the number of agents employed in the preservation | 
of timber, the amount of salaries paid to them, the 
allowances made for all purposes connected with 
said timber lands, &c., during the last twenty years; 
which was laid on the table. 


COLLECTION DISTRICT OF TEXAS. 


A second message from the President was re- 
ceived, at the same time, announcing that, on the 


31st of December last, he signed the ‘* Bull to es- || 


‘tablish a collection district in the State of Texas, 
‘and for other purposes.”’ 

A message was received from the House of Rep- | 
resentatives, announcing that said House had pass- 
ed a joint resolution relative to the printing and dis- 
tribution of the annual estimates. 





COLLECTION DISTRICT OF CHICAGO. 


A message was also received from the House, 
announcing that said House had passed the **Act 
to establish the collection district of Chicago;”’ in 
which the concurrence of the Senate was asked. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, praying the location of a 
light-house on the Brandywine shoals, in the Del- 
aware river; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented the petition of the Sa- | 
vannah Chamber of Commerce, and of citizens of | 
Savannah, asking an appropriation to remove ob- 
structions to the navigation of the Savannah river, 
caused by the sinking of certain vessels in said 
river during the revolutionary war, to prevent Brit- 
ish ships from sailing up the same; which was 


dered to be printed. 


Mr. ATHERTON presented the petition of citi- | 


zens of Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, praying the | 


establishment of a congress of nations, for the 


amicable adjustment of all international difficul- || 


ties, without resort to war; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BREESE presented the petition of the heirs 
of John Rice Jones, deceased, praying the con- 
firmation of their title to a tract of land: which 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented the petition of 


Sarah Little, praying for a pension, in considera- 


tion of the public services of her husband during | 


the revolutionary war; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. DICKINSON S several remon- 


AL GLOBE. 
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Mr. DIX stated, that since the admission o? 
Texas he had received several remonstrances 
against the same; which, out of respect to the me. 
morialists, he now presented, and asked that they 

| be laid on the table; which was ordered. - 

Mr. BRIGHT presented a petition of citizens of 


| Jeffersonville, Indiana, praying the construction of 


_acanal around the falls of the Ohio river, on the 
| Indiana side of said river; which was referred ty 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. LEWIS presented the memorial of James 
Bogardus, praying an extension of his patent 
| which was referred to the Committee on Patents’ 

Mr. WESTCOTT presented the petition of 
David L. White, of Florida, praying payment of 
arrears of compensation for expenditures in the 
public service while collector at Apalachicola: 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. | 


MINERAL LANDS. 


Mr. BREESE, pursuant to notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to direct the Pye. 
sident of the United States to sell the reseryed 
| mineral lands in the State of Illinois and the Ter. 
| ritories of Iowa and Wisconsin, supposed to cop. 


|| tain lead ore; which was read a first and second 


time, and referred to the Committee on the Publi: 
Lands. 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE HUDSON RIVER, 


| Mr. DICKINSON, pursuant to notice, askej 
and obtained leave to introduce a * Bill to improve 
the navigation of the Hudson river;’’ which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. ASHLEY gave notice that on Monday nex: 
he would, by leave of the Senate, introduce a bill 
for the relief of David M. Williamson, of Arkansas. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The joint resolution of the House of Represen- 
atives, relating to the printing and distribution of 
the annual estimates, was taken up, and read the 
| first time; when 

Mr. LEWIS said, the propriety of the resolu- 
tion was so obvious that he hoped it would be im- 
mediately passed. 


| considered as in committee of the whole, reported 
| to the Senate without amendment, read a third 


| 
| 
| The joint resolution was read a second time, 


|| time, and passed. 


COLLECTION DISTRICT OF CHICAGO. 


| The ‘*Act to establish a collection district at 
| Chicago”’ was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The *‘Act for the relief of William Elliott, of 
| Fulton county, Illinois,’’ was read a third time 
and passed. 

On motion of Mr. HAYWOOD the Senate went 
into Executive session; and after some time spent 
| therein, (during which several nominations were 
| confirmed,) the doors were opened, and the Sen- 
| ate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, January 3, 1846. 


The Journal of yesterday was read; and, after 
having been corrected, on motion of Mr. PRES- 
TON KING, so as to state the fact that the motion 
to postpone the consideration of Mr. Dove.ass$ 


: || bill for a week was not made (as the Journal sis- 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and or- || 


ted) by unanimous consent, was approved. 
| OREGON. 
The SPEAKER announced that the business 


first in order was the report made yesterday by 
Mr. Haratson, from the Committee on Milit 
ry Affairs, providing for the organization of two 
regiments of riflemen, and for other purposes. And 
|| the pending question was on the motion of Mr. H 
to commit the said bill to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and that it be 
made the special order of the day for Tuesday 
next. 

Mr.C. J. INGERSOLL, chairman of the Com 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, took the floor. He wes 
understood, in commencing his remarks, to © 
the attention of the House to the fact that the great 

uestion of the charter of the Bank of the United 
States, when the present President of the United 





strances against the admission of Texas into the 
Union with a constitution tolerating slavery; which 
were laid on the table. 


* . iT 
States was chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, was debated on the mere question ° 
'| reference; and upon that precedent he could state, 
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